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Our New Lenten 


Devotional Manual 


Handy in Size for General Distribution 
and Inexpensive in Price 


THE MEANING of JESUS 
Lenten Devotions for 1934 


By Oscar Fisher Blackwelder, D.D. 


This handy little manual provides a brief devotional study for 
each day of the Lenten season from Ash Wednesday to Easter. 

Each daily devotion includes a text with devotional treatment, 
concluding with an appropriate hymn stanza or sentence prayer. 
The devotions for each weekly period relate to one of the following 
themes—Christ’s Cross, Names, Friends, Parables, Miracles, Words 
from the Cross. 

The work of an able pastor whose pulpit ability has gained for 
him exceptionally well attended services and a wide following, this 
devotional material will have strong appeal for every church member. 

The brevity of its daily portion invites its constant use in this 
season. Its low price and convenient form commend its purchase 
and distribution throughout a congregation. 


Self-cover. 334x734 inches. 


Price, 10 Cents a Copy; 60 Cents a Dozen; 
$3.50 a Hundred 


DAILY DEVOTIONS FOR THE YEAR 


THE DAY’S WORSHIP 


Edited by Rev. C. B. Foelsch, Ph.D. 

The 372 page-length daily devotions provided in this new pocket- 
size devotional manual have been contributed by as many prominent 
pastors and church leaders of most of the Lutheran bodies in our 
land. Each meditation is limited to a single page, and includes an 
indicated Scripture lesson, a short text and devotional study, and a 
brief prayer. The devotions for each weekly period relate to some 
appropriate theme. 


Cloth. 41%4x6 inches. 385 pp. 75 cents, 
Gift Edition—Art leather, gilt top, $1.00 


DEVOTIONAL TALKS ON VITAL THEMES 


HELPS ON THE ROAD 


By Charles M. Jacobs 


Though originally presented as chapel talks at the Mt. Airy 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, these heart to heart chats in deeply 
devotional style will appeal to every earnest Christian. In a plain 
and vital fashion they all deal with the simple eternal truths that 
give our Christian thinking its substance and significance. Nine of 
these devotional studies are on the Lord’s Prayer, six on texts from 
the Psalter, six on Simon Peter’s experience of Christ, and four on 
II Corinthians 5:19, each concluding with a prayer. 


Cloth. 197 pp. $1.00. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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George Washington, The Christian 


INHERITED RELIGIOUS ATTITUDE 


most outstanding attributes of George Washing- 

ton and of his forebears. His recorded lineage 
and the family history of the Washingtons and the Balls 
indicate that there were devout Christians in both his 
paternal and maternal lines. 

Dating back to 1426, an account is given of a learned 
treatise maintaining the rights of his priority written by 
John de Wessyngton, who was prior of the Benedictine 
Convent connected with the Durham Cathedral in north- 
ern England. Genealogical records show that it was 
most probably from these de Wessyngtons of Durham 
that the Washingtons descended. Two centuries later, 
comprehensive records show that an immediate progeni- 
tor of George Washington served as rector of Purlcigh 
in Essex. This reverend gentleman, Lawrence Wash- 
ington, was of the Sulgrave branch of the family and 
the father of John and Lawrence Washington, who emi- 
grated to America about 1657. The elder brother, John, 
located in Westmoreland County, Virginia. The parish 
in which he lived was named for him, and in his will he 
provided that a tablet containing the Ten Command- 
ments be set up as his memorial stone. 
These facts and the pious phraseology 
of his will indicate that the great-grand- 
father of George Washington adhered to 
the faith of his fathers and handed down 
that faith through successive generations 
to his great-grandson. 


A) eae to man and faith in God are two of the 


The motto of the Ball coat-of-arms, 
Coelumque Tueri (and look to heaven) 
is also significant of reverence of a Su- 
preme Being. There is a tradition extant 
that George Washington is a lineal de- 
scendant of John Ball, the ‘“Mad Preacher 
of Kent,” so-called because of his “irre- 
pressible preachments” that all men are 
free and equal. 

It is assumed that the religious atti- 
tude of this supposed ancestor had its in- 
fluence, four centuries later, on the son 
of Mary Ball Washington, inspiring with- 
in him that valiant spirit which enabled him to carry the 
Starry Banner of liberty and freedom to the heights of 
success. A banner which stood for religious freedom; 
for George Washington, though christened according to 
the rites of the English Church, at all times respected 
the religious convictions of others. 

The piety of the American branch of the Ball fam- 
ily is attested to by church and county records. Prom- 
‘inent among the vestrymen of St. Mary’s White Chapel, 
Lancaster County, Virginia, the name of Ball appears 
for more than 100 years, including that of Col. Joseph 
Ball, the grandfather of George Washington. It is re- 
corded that he asked for and obtained leave to construct 
a gallery in White Chapel for his family pew; also that 
he subscribed five pounds (equal then to ten times that 
sum in our day) toward the salary of the rector of 
Christ Church, located in the same parish. His son, 
also named Joseph, half-brother of Mary Ball who 


became Mrs. Augustine Washington and the mother of 
George, showed his concern for the future of the clergy 
in America by “directing to the Honourable the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Virginia a proposition in behalf of 
himself and the rest of the inhabitants of Virginia, con- 
cerning the instructing a certain number of young 
gentlemen, Virginians born, in the study of divinity, at 
the county’s charge.” 

He thus signified his willingness to be taxed that 
the ranks of the native clergy might be filled. 

Comment has been made that in the bookshelves 
in the home where George Washington was born were 
devotional works. When Augustine Washington brought 
his second wife to the family home at Bridges Creek 
she found there a volume bearing the name of his wife, 
beneath which she inscribed her own; a volume which 
she used in her daily devotions, in training her step- 
sons, and later in teaching her own children; a volume 
which in still later years George Washington treasured 
at, Mount Vernon and which may still be seen there— 
Sir Matthew Hale’s Meditations and Contemplations, 
Moral and Divine. 

Another volume to which young George 
Washington had access was Sermons of 
the Bishop of Exeter, in which his youth- 
ful signature appears upon the title-page. 

There is something soothing in the 
thought of this little family, so isolated 
in that little home on the lower Potomac 
River, between Bridges Creek and Popes | 
Creek, the birthplace of George Washing- 
ton, now known as Wakefield, and in 
their later homes on the upper Potomac 
and on the Rappahannock; finding com- 
fort and companionship in the messages 
conveyed to them from the printed page; 
finding spiritual uplift in the family pray- 
ers led by Augustine Washington, and in 
the scriptural lessons, supplemented by 
such passages as that mentioned by a 
noted writer of the nineteenth century, 
who says: 

“We note with respect, not unmixed with awe, that 
the essay, The Great Audit,—the solemn searching of 
heart and summing up of and for himself of England’s 
great and good chief justice,—was used by the mother 
as a lesson to be committed to memory by her children. 
What pious prescience dictated for her eldest boy a 
study that closes with these words: 

“When Thy honor, or the good of my country was 
concerned, I then thought it was a seasonable time to 
lay out my reputation for the advantage of either, and 
to act with it, and by it, to the highest, in the use of 
all lawful means. And upon such an occasion the coun- 
sel of Mordecai to Esther was my encouragement: 
‘Who knoweth whether God hath not given thee this 
reputation and esteem for such a time as this’.” 

Contrast with this summing-up the words of George 
Washington in after years, which mayhap were a re- 


(Continued on Page 15) 
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A PRIVILEGE FOR YOUTH 
Ash Wednesday, February 14th, ushers in the Lent- 
en season. 
prayer and meditation, to repentence and consecration. 
The cares of life, its joys and its sorrow; the tempta- 
tions of Satan and our own nature, often lure us away 
from fellowship with Christ. 


This sacred season is again calling us to 


Indifference, one of our greatest sins, steals on us 
so unconsciously that, ere we know it, we are neglecting 
sacred duties, and performing others in such a half- 
hearted manner that it must grieve the Saviour’s heart. 


The Church’s Problem 
The central problem of the Church is not the fi- 
nancial problem, nor the beautifying of the services, 
but to bear witness to the truth, to seek the Kingdom 
of God first. This was the secret of the Apostolic 
Church. The first and foremost duty of every Chris- 
tian youth is that of personal evangelization. 


There are a number of young people who think that 
by supporting their church and attending the services 
they are doing everything they can, so that the Gospel 
is proclaimed. They are right and it is true that through 
their support the ministry of the Word is upheld in 
their community. But our duties as youth of the Church 
are deeper, they are personal, and we are God’s mes- 
sengers to others. 


Analyze Our Motives 
Be sure what religion really means to us. 
Why are we in the Church? 
Why are we devoting our energies to Church work? 
Why do we take part in public worship? 
Is our religion a vital and living hope? 


Deepen Our Spirituality 
Self-examination and devotion calls us back to duty 
and God. 


If our Bible has been unread and our prayers for- 
gotten, Lent calls us back to these living springs with- 
out which our spiritual life must famish: 


If our attendance at Church and our participation 
in its holy privileges have been neglected, and this has 
resulted in spiritual indifference, Lent warns us of our 
danger and leads us back to our Father’s House and our 
Father’s bosom. 


Personal Witnessing 
There is no greater experience than the thrill of 
having talked to someone about religion, about Christ 
and the salvation of his soul. 
Personal evangelization has but one object, and that 
is to win the person to Christ. We are not to win oth- 
ers primarily for the Church. This is the second step. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The first step—tell the young person that is not affili- 
ated with the Church what Christ means to you and 
what Christ can do for him. 


The second step—invite the young person to go 
with you to the Church service, the Sunday School, the 
Luther League. Here he has the privilege of hearing 
the Word of God proclaimed. 


Third step—hand the name of this young person to 
your pastor that he may contact him and enlist him in 
the catechetical class for instruction. 


Personal witnessing deepens our spirituality. It is 
our duty as Christian youth to bear witness today. The 
power of the early Christians consisted in “living” a 
religion that was irresistible. Today we must impress 
people with our sincerity. Do your part through Lent 
in extending the Kingdom of God. 


A WORD FROM ONE OF OUR FOUNDERS 
CB ye Drain evEe 


(Dr. Reimensnyder has attained the age of 86 years and has 
been in the active ministry of the Church 62 years.) 


The Lutheran Church and Her Youth 

Perhaps the greatest experience I have had in my 
long and active ministry and what made the greatest im- 
pression upon my mind relates to the changing attitude 
of the Church toward her youth. Although I was the 
son of a Lutheran minister I cannot recall in my youth 
any special service being held for young people-or: even 
a sermon preached to them. I have always been greatly 
interested in our youth and have been highly favored’ 
by always having a large number of young people in 
my congregations. When pastor at Lewistown, after a 
three weeks’ special service, I received seventy-five 
young people in my church and then organized what I 
called the “Young People’s Religious Society.’ That 
was six years prior to Dr. Clark founding the Christian 
Endeavor Society. So the Lutherans have the honor in 
being leaders in the young people’s movement. This 
opened the way for the Luther League of America, of 
which I was one of the founders. 


Reimensnyder, Milton, Pa.) 


I have lived to see the time when I have lectured 
on science and the Bible to conventions held in the city 
of Chester to 400 delegates from thirty-eight states and 
representing 500,000 young people pledged to read and 
study the Bible and who have an outlined system of 
Bible reading and study. And all denominations now 
have young people’s societies where quite young people 
lead the meetings and offer prayer. I consider this one 
of the grandest movements in religious history. 

THE LUTHERAN 


TOO TRUE 


Having reached the age of 100 years, Mrs. Caroline 
M. Willets said she had no advice about how to live 
long and happily, but she did offer one comment. It 
was: “When it becomes as easy to fill a church as it is 


to fill a football stadium, I believe it will be a better 
world.” 


A Luther League Review subscription for one year 
will make a worth-while Valentine. Price -1,25. 
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If | Were The President of a League 


The President of a Luther League without high 
spiritual purposes is utterly helpless and lost. He cer- 
tainly would find requirements and problems entirely 
beyond his power to meet if he is not spiritually-minded. 

The President of a League should be able to under- 
stand folks and to understand his work. He needs to 
see the difference between visionary schemes and plans 
for real work. 

The President of a League should be “all things 
to all men.” He should know how to reduce friction 
and smooth over difficulties which occur within the 
League. He should be exacting and yet considerate, 
businesslike and set forboding. 

The President has been elected to the chief office 
of the League. It is his duty to conduct the affairs of 
the League; interest himself in all the details of the 
League and program; to council with all the other off- 
cers and Secretaries, and to be a pattern for their in- 
spiration. 


If I were the President of a League, I would: 

1. Take the responsibilities of my office seriously. 

2. Acquaint myself with the whole program of the 
{Luther League. Outline the program and give it full 
consideration in my plans. 

3. Study some of the important things that will 
enable me to conduct a business meeting with dispatch 
and accuracy. (Roberts Rules of Order is a very help- 
ful treatise on parliamentary law.) 

4. Set up a well-planned program for my adminis- 
tration so that the things the Executive Committee will 
attempt can all be done by concerted and intelligent 
effort. 

5. Do not appoint Secretaries or Chairmen of Com- 
mittees for the same reason that influential people are 
asked to the platform at a political meeting, by giving 
them cheap recognition to bind them to the cause; 
choose your co-workers because there is work to do and 
they can and will do it. I would select my Secretaries 
and Committee Chairmen with great care and not be- 
cause they are merely my close friends. 

6. Have no ambition to break any records for con- 
tinuity of presidential service. I would always be on 
the lookout for possible successors who can be trained 
for the work. 

7. See that cvery Secretary and Committee Chair- 
men were supplied with materials that would assist them 
in promoting their plans and effectively working their 
plans. (Literature can be obtained from Luther League 
of America, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pat) 

8. Know how to step in and take anybody’s place 
in an emergency. 

9. Hold an executive committee meeting once a 
month at which time all plans for program and activi- 
ties for the next month shall be discussed and fully pre- 
pared. (Can be held on same evening as the League 
business meeting.) 

10. Conduct the business meeting of the League not 
as a mob or a chatter meeting, nor would I afflict the 
meeting with too strict rules of order. A happy medium 
ig acquired by simple but definite rules of order. 


11. Carry a notebook with pages for plans, dates of 
coming events, outlines of workable methods, hints, sug- 
gestions, membership list, book list and miscellaneous. 
(Miscellaneous takes most of the room.) 

12. Keep the League in touch with the church’s 
program and her work through the various members of 
the League. 

13. Confer with the pastor at times regarding pro- 
gram, projects and opportunities for service. (If the 
pastor is sympathetic to the League and the young 
people of the church, he can be of great service to me.) 

14. Not the number of 
tasks I myself can carry out, but by my ability to direct 
the members of the League into worth while activities 


and to stimulate each member to be “his own best self.” 
P. M. KINPORTS, Educational Secretary 


Measure my Success by 


GREETINGS AND GOOD WILL FROM THE 
EPWORTH LEAGUE 
Thank You, Epworth Leaguers 
OUR DEBT TO MARTIN LUTHER 

Less than four hundred years ago a young man with 
a hammer startled political, and social 
Europe as he nailed the ninety-five theses to the door 
of the castle church at Wittenberg. That young man 
is known to the world as Martin Luther. November 

10 marks the 450th anniversary of his birth. 


ecclesiastical, 


The movement Luther started, now known as the 
Lutheran Church, claims 62,218,785 members using 90 
languages, at work in many countries of the world. 

Our own Methodist Episcopal Church is greatly in- 
debted to the Lutheran movement. We cannot be too 
often reminded that it was while John Wesley, in search 
of spiritual peace, heard Luther’s preface to the Epistle 
to the Romans read, that, to use Wesley’s own words, 
“T felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust 
in Christ, in Christ alone for salvation, and an assur- 
ance was given me that He had taken away my sins, 
even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and 
death... sl his writes a historian, made 
Methodism. 

The story of humanity’s struggle for and progress 
toward civil and religious’ liberty cannot be written 
without giving in it a place to the Reformation and the 
Lutheran movement. 


experience, 


Martin Luther stood for civil and religious liberty 
at a great crisis of human history. The principle of 
justification by faith alone freed the individual from 
ecclesiastical domination. Luther’s translation of the 
Bible into the German language made the Scriptures 
available to the common people and laid the foundations 
not only for religious education, but also for the public 
schools. Luther’s insistence that the. Bible be read in 
every home, accompanied by family prayers, has been 
one of the secrets of the success of this great church. 

Through the years our own church has been en- 
riched by the Lutheran people who for one reason or 
another have come into our communion. They are well 
grounded in the Scriptures and have a knowledge of 
the great fundamentals of the Che-istian faith. 
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Martin Luther was my boyhood hero, for my earliest 
religious training was in the Lutheran Church. I have 
never ceased to be grateful for what I learned in those 
early years. They have been to me a firm foundation. 

All of Protestantism is indebted to Martin Luther 
for the place he gave in his movement to music, and 
particularly for that great hymn of faith and courage, 
“Fin féste Burg ist Unser Gott,” or “A Mighty Fort- 
ress Is Our God.” 

Why would it not be a beautiful courtesy for the 
local Epworth Leagues, wherever there are Lutheran 
Churches, to send to the Luther League and Walther 
League, young people’s organizations of the Lutheran 
Church, messages of greeting and good will on the 
occasion of the celebration of the birthday anniversary 


of the founder of their great church? 
EPWORTH HERALD 


WHAT CAN WE DO? 
Life Service 

Helen looked up from her reading, a startled ex- 
pression on her face. Here was a new idea which seemed 
to penetrate beyond the surface of her casual thinking. 
“The world is my field of pwork.’ Impossible! How 
could anyone serve the whole world! If each person 
would serve in his own family group, would not that 
create a Christian world? Is it not enough to be Chris- 
tian in our own community? But what does it involve, 
even if we only think of being Christ-like in own own 
community ? 


We become so confused when we think of all the 
un-Christian things going on in the world—gambling, 
bad politics, sensational movies, exploitation of weak 
persons, rumors of another war. What can anyone do? 
Yet like Helen, we are sometimes disturbed by a state- 
ment which opens to us a new train of thought. 


We have been commemorating the 450th anniver- 
sary of Luther’s birth in many ways recently. We have 
recalled the story of his life and his contributions to our 
church, but have we given much thought to how we as 
professed followers of Luther can serve the great needs 
of our times as Luther served his? His people needed 
to know the message of Jesus—the right for each indi- 
vidual to have personal communion with God and to find 
a place to serve in this world. 


What does our world need today? We are so busy 
with our personal interests that we fail to see beyond 
our own community. How can we serve if we do. not 
know the wrongs that are going on—or perhaps we read 
about wrongs in newspapers and shrug our shoulders 
in despair. 

Two Bible quotations come to our minds at this 
point: “All things are possible with God.” “Study to 
show thyself approved, a workman who need not be 
ashamed before God.” 


Our Lutheran Church has prepared a study course 
for us on “Facts and Forces In the Social Order,” to 
acquaint us with conditions in our world. <A supple- 
ment for group leaders is available for those interested. 


Plan a series of about six meetings. Make a public 
announcement when you are ready to begin study, and 
follow up with individual invitations. Your leader should 
prepare for discussion prayerfully and thoughtfully, not- 
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ing the high spots for his group, and then encouraging 
intelligent participation in the study of the problems. 
Begin your discussions with a brief informal worship 
program. As you study the questions in the pamphlet, 
think of what it means to be a follower of Christ in 
What would Luther have done? 
If we as Christians 


this world of need. 
What would Jesus want us to do? 
are not going to stand for our convictions, how can we 
expect people to believe that Christianity is the only way 
out of our present economic and social order of selfish- 
ness, hate, greed and confusion? 

Somewhere in this chaos God needs us to be His 
messengers and co-workers. Where will you serve? We 
Leaguers, in our fellowship with Christ and with each 
other, should be able to rise with the call of God in con- 


secrated Life Service. . 
ERNA HARDT 


IN MEMORIAM 
REV. FRANKLIN F. FRY, D.D. 
Executive Secretary of the Board of American Missions 


In the death of Dr. Fry the Luther League of 
America has lost a good friend and the Church has lost 
one of its most faithful and consecrated servants. 


Dr. Fry was interested in the youth of the Church 
and willingly responded to their call for his service. 
Many times when in Philadelphia, Dr. Fry would come 
into the Headquarters of the League and extend greet- 
ings and confer with the Secretaries of the, League. 


The Luther League of America extends to Mrs. 
Fry and son, Rev. F. C. Fry, its deepest sympathy in 
their bereavement. 
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The Possibilities of a State or Synodical Luther League 


The purpose of an organization should ever be kept 
in mind by the controlling factors in the organization. 
There are those who are not clear as to the aims of the 
Luther League and are misleading in their suggestions of 
Program and plans for the League work. If those who 
direct the affairs of the League are alive to the high- 
est aims, the League will be rich in possibilities. It 
will be effective. It will justify its existence. It will 
study needs. It will correct faults. It will sow seeds and 
reap harvests. It will strengthen the weak and make 
the strong more powerful. It will be sanely conserva- 
tive, but also wisely progressive. 


Such an organization we desire our State or Syn- 
odical Luther League to be. The rich possibilities of 
our State or Synodical League will be realized only as 
the chief purpose and goal are kept in view. Realized 
possibilities depend largely upon personalities. The 
realization of its possibilities depend upon the pastors, 
the officers and members of the various committees. 
To realize the possibilities with such an organization 
all the leaders must recognize the responsibility that 
has been given to them and to take them seriously, 
keeping the goal in view, making use of all the avail- 
able material and by genius and talent which God’s 
spirit creates, apply this material for the enlargement of 
a truly spiritual life and attainment of greater service 
in God’s Kingdom. 

It is possible for the State or Synodical League to 
do better the things which it has undertaken to do and 
which it has been doing. This is not a criticism in any 
sense of the word. The State and Synodical Leagues 
have done well the past year in face of the depressing 
circumstances that all encountered but they can do 
better yet this year. 


It’s always possible for an individual to do better. 
At least the man has lost a very helpful element out of 
his life who isn’t constantly inspired by the thought, 
“7 can do better.” 


Many of our State and Synodical Leagues have 
loaded themselves up with too many objectives in a 
financial way and are forgetting to a degree the base of 
supplies for their program and materials for accomplish- 
ment of our aims and the realization of their possibilities. 


The experiences of the past should be very profitable 
to us, whether they have been experiences of success or 
failure. They should be stepping stones to better 
achievements. 

Let us glance briefly at the task which has been 
given the League. 

The State or Synodical League is committed to pro- 
mote the growth and increase the efficiency of the young 
people’s work of the United Lutheran Church. Growth 
and increased efficiency! They are inspiring words and 
suggest virile ideas. 

The State and Synodical League can attain this 
commendable object of promoting growth. It can help 
our individual Leagues to grow in number. We have 
only touched a portion of the young people of a con- 


gregation. 


Again the State and Synodical League can help 
them grow spiritually and attain a clearer consciousness 
of their Christian duty. It can help them grow into a 
deeper appreciation and love for their Church. It can 
help them grow into a sense of their dependence upon 
the means of grace—the Word and the sacraments. It 
can and should make youth more capable workmen in 
the vineyard of the Lord. The aim is to promote growth 
and increased efficiency. 


The object is attained by two methods. One of 
these is association and co-operation. This is a prime 
requisite if the ideals of the State or Synodical League 
are to be realized. It must come into close and sym- 
pathetic touch with every District or Local League 
which it is to benefit. 


There must be more than contact, there should be 
fellowship. A vital relationship is necessary. The offi- 
cers of the State or Synodical League should be in vital 
relationship with the officers of the District or Local 
Leagues as the brain is in vital and intimate associa- 
tion with every member of the body. Thus with a close 
relationship it is possible to accomplish the object to be 
achieved. 

There should also be a loyalty to the National or- 
ganization. What is loyalty? It has been defined as 
“The willing and practical and thorough devotion of a 
person to a cause.” We are loyal first, when we have 
some cause which we heartily espouse; when, secondly, 
we willingly and thoroughly devote ourselves to this 
cause; and when, thirdly, we express our devotion in 
some sustained and practical way of acting steadily in 
the service of our cause. 

It is not enough to think only of ourselves and our 
own State and Synodical League, but to sustain the 
base of supply for greater and better achievement in 
our own organization. 

Loyalty to the National organization will manifest 
itself in faith in the superior character of the League 
whenever it is assailed by any force whatever that 
threatens its vitality or efficiency. 

“Tet nothing personal or selfish be introduced into 
our program, but let us all work and act for that which 
will produce a spirit of loyalty to the League and the 
Church and to Jesus Christ, our Leader, in all His 
work.’ Let our work be of the Church, by the Church, 
and for the Church. 


“THE FAMILY ALTAR” 

This is the name of a colorful four-page mimeo- 
graphed folder prepared by the Intermediate Luther 
League of North Austin Lutheran Church, Chicago, IIl. 
Several thousand copies were made and distributed free 
to each household in the church. The folder carries a 
three months’ daily calendar of Bible readings. We are 
infermed that a large percentage of the homes in North 
Austin worship daily at the family altar. This, then, 
denotes a most worthy service by this Intermediate 
League. Well done! 

Prayer is man speaking and God listening to bless; 
Bible study is God speaking and man listening to serve. 


1 


Page Six 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE EXTENDS HEARTY 
CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES. 
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS 
(By George Drach, D.D.) 

Someone called our attention to the fact that the 
year 1933 marks the 25th anniversary of the missionary 
service of Dr. M. Edwin Thomas and his sister, Miss 
Jessie S. While Miss Thomas has remained 
in the India mission field, her brother during his fur- 
lough in 1925, entered the service of the Board of 
Foreign Missions at the home base, first as field secre- 
tary until 1928 and then as office secretary. 

Dr. Thomas and his sister were commissioned in 
the First Lutheran Church, Baltimore, on September 
14, 1908, left New York on September 19th and arrived 
in the field on November 11th. During his first term 
of service Dr. Thomas was in charge of the Narsara- 
vupet-Vinukonda fields and during his second term he 
was stationed at Chirala in charge of the Bapatla field. 
He is now the Board’s Secretary of the Special Gifts 
Department and Corresponding Secretary for Liberia 
and British Guiana. 

Miss Jessie S. Thomas is now in charge of the Bible 
Training School for Women, Mangalamandiram, Guntur, 
and in the absefice of Miss Edna Engle has supervised 
the Mohammedan work among men, women and chil- 
dren. During her long period of service she has en- 
gaged in evangelistic and educational work at various 
stations and once when no ordained missionary was 
available she temporarily substituted for one in district 
work. She has occupied a number of positions in the 
Mission Council and its committees. 


Thomas. 


Another India missionary who has seen twenty-five 
years of service is Rev. J. Roy Strock, D.D., Principal 
of Andhra Christian College, Guntur. He and Mrs. 
Strock are now on furlough in America. Except for a 
brief: period in 1918-19, when he was in charge of the 
Palnad field, Dr. Strock has been associated with the 
educational work in Guntur, in particular the school, 
which has become the Andhra Christian College, now 
the largest college connected with Andhra University 
and one of the largest mission colleges in India, with a 
student enrollment of over 800. Dr. Strock was com- 
missioned on September 3, 1908 at Carlisle, Pa., and 
reached the field on November Ist. 

Next year Rev. R. M. Dunkelberger, D.D., will cele- 
brate the 25th anniversary of his service as an India 
missionary. 


In Other Fields 

While we were looking up the data in connection 
with the above celebrants, we saw that a number of 
missionaries in other fields are already in the same class, 
some having completed more than twenty-five years of 
service. 

In Japan Rev. Dr. A. J. Stirewalt, stationed at 
. Tokyo, celebrated his 25th anniversary as a missionary 
in 1930, and Rev. L. S. G. Miller, D.D., American Dean 
of the Boys’ Middle School, Kyushu Gakuin, Kumamota, 
in 1932. Dr. Miller is now on furlough in America. 

Those who have served twenty-five years or more 
in China are: Rev. and Mrs. Theodore Scholz, 29 years; 
Miss Kate Voget, 27 years; Miss Freda Strecker, 25 
years; all of whom were transferred in 1925 from the 
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Berlin Missionary Society to the United Lutheran 
Church. Miss Voget is retiring this year but Rev. Mr. 
Scholz and Miss Freda Strecker remain actively at work 
in Tsingtao and Kiaochow respectively. 

In this connection we mention the wives of the mis- 
sionaries, who during all these years have lived and 
labored faithfully with their husbands in the mission 
fields. Mrs. Thomas and Mrs. Strock went to India 
shortly after their husbands and were married in India. 
Mrs. Dunkelberger, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. John 
Aberly, was born in Guntur and was married on Febru- 
ary 22,1911. Mrs. Miller was married in 1909, two years 
after her husband’s arrival in Japan, and Mrs. Stirewalt 
was married in 1914, eight years after her husband's 
arrival in Japan. 

How shall we honor these missionaries for their 
faithful and efficient service? We thank God that 
through them He has spread His Word and Kingdom 
in the far places of the earth, and has used His servants 
and handmaidens to fulfill His purpose of love in Christ 
Jesus for the redemption of the world. In the annals of 
the Lutheran mission work in India, Japan and China, 
their names are written with indelible ink and what they 
have done will be spoken of as memorials of them. We 
take great delight in being associated with them as fel- 
low workers in foréign missions for the world-wide 
glory:and honor of the true God, the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, whom to know is to have eternal 
life and whom to serve is perfect freedom and endless 


Joy. 
THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY 


BETWEEN THE BOOK ENDS 


WE ARE YOUR BOOKS* 


A Message to’ Young People 
(By Percy R. Hayward) 

We are Your Books. 

We are personal messages to you from the choice 
souls of all time. 

We crystallize on the printed page what they have 
learned about life and spread it out before you, to take 
or to leave, as you will. . 

By the magic of pulp and of the printer’s art we 
bring to life the heroes and masters of the past and 
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make them cavort their greatness on the open field of 
your imagination. 


We bring the wonder and the lure of the ends of 
the earth to your hand. 

You can borrow us, or rent us, or even buy us at 
small cost. 

All you have to do is choose us. 

And as you choose, you reveal the kind of soul you 
already possess and the sort of person you are yet to be. 

We are Your Books. 

“The Mystery of Jordon Green.”—First prize win- 
ner in the 1933 Ruug Legacy prize contest—a story by 
the well known author Margaret R. Seebach, published 
by the U. L. C. Publication House, Philadelphia. 
pages. Cloth bound. Price $1.00 postpaid. 

The story centers about the family of a minister in 
straightened financial circumstances. It has an abund- 
ance of exciting and eventful experiences. Also some 
fine character studies. It is thoroughly wholesome and 
delightfully refreshing and should appeal to young as 
well as older readers. It should also be helpful in fur- 
thering sympathetic understanding of the relation be- 
tween “parsonage folks” and their congregation. 

“My Saviour,” by Gerhard E. Lenski. A devotional 
manual containing 47 short meditations based on the 
Passion of Jesus for daily use during the season of 
Lent. These meditations possess the qualities de- 
manded by this age and are put up in a convenient 
pocket-size book. Cloth, price 50 cents. Published by 
the United Lutheran Publication House, Philadelphia. 

“Adventuring For Christ,’ by Olierv Nothstein, 
D.D. Inspiring biographical sketches of Lutheran mis- 
sionary leaders, not only foreign, but also home and 
inner, both of this and other lands. These sketches in- 
clude with essential facts, also much of human interest 
detail, and; in some instances, somewhat of the his- 
torical background. -As a book for general reading it 
will compel the intense interest of all readers. Its ac- 
cessible fund is fully two score concise and accurate 
portraitures which make it a valuable reference book on 
this subject. Cloth. Illustrated. Price $1.50. Published 
by the United Lutheran Publication House, Philadelphia. 


*The illustration at the head of this section is of an actual set 
of bookends on sale by the United Lutheran Publication House. 
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RADIOGRAM 


(By Mlva Lefelar, New Jersey 
State Educational Secretary) 


On Board S. S. Education, 
December 1, 1933. 

Fair weather! Smooth sailing! 

Oh, so you don’t know what this is all about? Well, 
this is the new skipper of the good old S. S. Education 
of the famous Luther League Line. We're starting on 
our annual cruise, with our destination: Port Better 
‘Educational Programs—straight ahead on our course. 

Of course, in order to reach the harbor we must 
have some sort of guide. But the S. S. Education does 
not use such old fashioned instruments as the compass 
or sextant; instead, it uses far better substitutes. 

We have our Luther League Reading Course as our 
compass—and a most interesting instrument it is, too. 

For our sextant, we must use our topics and devo- 
tionals. Use the Luther League Review, the Topics 
Quarterly and The Lutheran, or some of your own 
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ideas in your topics. But for your devotionals, please 
be a little original. There is nothing as easy as planning 
unusual, truly interesting and unique devotionals. The 
results will certainly be apparent and your League will 
appreciate the change and benefit thereby. You know, 
the famous cooks are those who can change the nutri- 
tious, but insipid and uninteresting remainders of yester- 
day’s meal into something savory and delicious. Be a 
good cook by surprising your League with musical selec- 
tions, readings of poetry, debates, candlelight services, 
choral singing, hymn interpretations, patriotic, and ap- 
propriate holiday devotionals. Then you must urge your 
Leaguers to offer suggestions and pitch into the work. 
By this means, you will not only be training new lead- 
ers, but also getting some novel and often splendid ideas. 


The themes for the year are as follows: 

1934 
January— ‘‘Choices”’ Start 
February— “The Bible Answers Questions” planning 
March— “Fellowship With God In Worship” for 
April— “Our Heavenly Father” them 
May— “Making Life Count” now 
June— “Our Church Organized” to 
July— “The Christian Citizen’’ ensure 
August— ‘Out of Doors With Jesus” a 
September—‘‘W ork” fine 
October— ‘‘Stewardship” presentation 
November—“‘Christian Art”’ later. 


December— ‘“‘Good Will” 


The barometer on our good ship never fails us— 
in stormy or fair weather, it is always our truest guide. 
What is it? What could it be but our daily Bible read- 
ings Urge your members to sign Bible Reading Pur- 
pose Cards, which you can obtain from Luther League 
Headquarters. And then make the promise mean some- 
thing to your League by making the signing impressive. 
Why not hold a Bible Reading Purpose Service at 
that time? 

With these three faithful nautical instruments and 
with Prayer at our ship’s helm, I am sure that we shall 
arrive safely at our self-appointed distant goal, the Port 
of Better Educational Programs. Don’t forget that 
Skipper Educational Secretary is always at your sery- 
ice. If there is anything that troubles you about your 
educational work or if you wish any information, see 
me and I’ll do my best to help you. And if you are so 
fortunate as to have no problems on hand at present, 
won't you see me anyway, so that we can get better ac- 
quainted? So—until we meet again, may God grant you 
smooth sailing and fair weather! 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER BLANK 
LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
Publication Office: 429-437 Herr Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
General Office: 806 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
TByavellolserel josetdl We ete for which please enter a 
year’s subscription to the Luther League Review to be 
mailed to the following address: 


Name 


SET ENGI IR. eu EUW) itr tee SE ee eee eee 


Subscription Prices 
One year, $1.25; clubs of ten or more subscriptions, 
per year, 90 cents each. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 


DUTIES OF THE VARIOUS SECRETARIES OR 
COMMITTEES OF AN INTERMEDIATE 
LUTHER LEAGUE 


(This article was prepared with the hope that it will aid the 
officers of Intermediate Luther Leagues in understanding their 
several duties. Additional copies may be secured from the Luther 
League of America for the payment of five cents.) 

Explanation 

The duties set forth below for promotion by the 
various Secretaries of an Intermediate Luther League 
are based on the Sixteen Point Program. These sug- 
gestions should help to do the work that each League 
ought to be doing. 


Duties of the Educational Secretary 

Point 1. “The use of Intermediate Luther League 
topics at all devotional meetings.” Select leaders a 
month ahead and post their names with date and sub- 
ject on a bulletin board. Have copies of the Quarterly 
Helps for each member; and at least two copies of the 
Review for the League. Put variety in programs—de- 
bates, discussions, an occasional outside speaker or the 
pastor; “57 Varieties of Meetings,’ pamphlet (order 
from the Luther League of America, price 5 cents)— 
these will help. 

Point 10. ‘Daily Bible reading by all members.” 
A system is necessary. Use the one based on the week- 
ly topics in the Quarterly Helps. This system has the 
advantage over others in that its use prepares the mem- 
bers for the week’s devotional meeting. 

Have a roll call at every meeting, asking for an 
answer, Yes or No, whether the Bible has been read 
each day since the last meeting. Those who answer 
No should never be scolded, but encouraged and eed 
to become daily Bible readers. 

Points 11 and 12. “All members regular church 
attendants” and “All members attending Sunday School,” 
respectively. Every Leaguer should be impressed with 
the idea that it is a Christian’s duty and privilege to 
attend church at least once a Sunday, and Sunday 
School regularly. Here again the roll call is a good 
idea. Contests might be used on the basis of daily 
Bible reading and weekly church and Bible School at- 
tendance between sections of a League or between 
Leagues of neighboring churches. 

Point 13. ‘Twenty-five per cent of the members 
reading three of the books of the Reading Course.” 
Secure Intermediate Reading Course pamphlet from the 
Luther League of America for information on this 
project. 

Point 14. “Twenty-five per cent of the homes rep- 
resented in the League receiving the Review.” The 
Review should be made available for all members to 
read. One copy for every four members should be the 
minimum. Where the Review comes into the home from 
another source, it is counted on the League’s percentage. 

Duties of the President 

Point 2. “At least six business meetings during the 
year.” There is much business to be transacted by an 
Intermediate Luther League—constant check-up on ac- 
tivities of the various Secretaries based on the Sixteen 
Point Program, National and State dues to be paid, 
local and District and State activities, etc—these are 


some of the items for discussion at business meetings. 
A good opportunity to learn bright business procedure. 
Duties of the Social Secretary 

Point 3. ‘At least six social meetings during the 
year.’ This field is ably covered in many books, prin- 
cipally among which is “Handy’—looseleafed, church- 
centered, and all you need to know about planning for 
and conducting parties, socials, games, stunts, songs, 
skits and the like, purchasable at most any book store, 
the United Lutheran Publication House or the Luther 
Press. Successful parties and socials must be planned 
for, they don’t just happen. 

Duties of the Life Service Secretary 

Point 4. “One joint meeting during the year with 
the Confirmation Class, at which time the members are 
invited to join the League.” Plan an interesting meet- 
ing—devotional service, lively singing, talks by mem- 
bers on different activities of the League; talks by the 
pastor and superintendent; a short pageant or play and 
social hour. 

Point 5. “One joint meeting with either the Senior 
or District of another Intermediate Luther League, at 
which time the causes of the ministry and deaconess 
work are presented.” The first Sunday in May is Life 
Service Day in the Luther League of America. The 
other parties named in this point should be consulted 
and plans made for this important annual meeting. Use 
the topic for Life Service Day. Ask the pastor to talk 
on the ministry and a deaconess, if obtainable, on her 
calling and work. Or, write to the Lutheran Mother- 
house, 2500 West North Avenue, Baltimore, Md., and 
the Philadelphia Motherhouse of Deaconesses, 2100 
South College Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., for information 
on the work of the diaconate. 

Point 6. “One public meeting (preferably with the 
Junior and Senior Leagues) during the year in conjunc- 
tion with the evening church service, at which time a 
special program of Luther League work is presented.” 
Here again the services of the pastor and the help of the 
Senior and Junior Leagues are needed. Use one of 
several pageants obtainable from the Luther League of 
America. A devotional service, short address by the 
pastor and pageant are all that’s required. 

Point 8. “At least one regular delegate at the Dis- 
trict or State Luther League conventions.” This is 
easy. It means a regularly delegated person or per- 
sons-——not the same person each year. Have such per- 
son or persons give a report. 

Point 16. “All the members giving some definite 
personal service.” In the Sunday School, the League or 
in visiting orphanages, hospitals and homes with a mes- 
sage or program of song and cheer, Organize the 
League in service. 


Duties of the Membership Secretary 

Point 7. “A net increase of ten per cent during the 
year of members in good standing.” Keep a list of all 
eligible persons—invite them, write them, phone them, 
bring them; not once, but often. Go after the absentee 
members too. Keep an eye on the oncoming Juniors. 

This is only one job for the Membership Secretary, 
but a most important one. 
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Duties of the Treasurer 

Point 9. “Each League taking out a Sustaining 
Membership in the Luther League of America.’ Since 
the adoption of the Sixteen Point Program a National 
dues of 10 cents a member for Intermediate Luther 
Leaguers was authorized. So, first see to it that the 
League’s dues are paid. Attend to this at the outset of 
the year. Send dues to State or Synodical Treasurer. 
Write to the Luther League of America for a copy of 
“National Registration Service,’ a service for use in 
stimulating the payment of dues. Request also a sample 
of Membership Recognition Card. Enclose 10 cents. 


Let each Treasurer’s slogan be “Payment of Na- 
tional Dues First.” 


Next, encourage a further support of the Luther 
League of America through the channels of the Sustain- 
ing Membership Fund. Study the needs of the Luther 
League of America; the sources from which support is 
received; and how the local League can help. For in- 
formation on these three points—see the Review. Or 
write to the Luther League of America. 


Duties of the Missionary Secretary 

Point 15. “A contribution to the regularly adopted 
Intermediate Objective, and some definite work done for 
two of the three following causes: Inner, Home and 
Foreign Missions.” While this point calls for the finan- 
cial support of the regularly adopted biennial National 
Missionary Objective and of at least two State or 
Synodical determined missionary objectives, there is 
something far more important to be considered before 
money is contributed. That is education in missions. 
Such is provided for in the study of a monthly mission- 
ary topic program. The first duty of the Missionary 
Secretary is to assume responsibility for the selection of 
leaders for the monthly missionary programs; secondly, 
to insist upon the use of these programs instead of al- 
lowing substitute programs to replace them; and third- 
ly, to make special preparation for the presentation of 
the missionary program. 

If the above steps are taken there should be no 
trouble in getting the League to make a contribution 
to the regularly adopted Missionary Objective. But the 
Missionary Secretary is the key person in having the 
League vote a contribution. Send contribution to State 
Treasurer. 


7, ’ 
A scene from “Il Advertiso,’’ presented by St. Paul’s Inter- 
mediates, Seattle, Wash. Characters: Count Ivori Domo, Leach 
Hecker; Peacherina, Frances Fritz; Piccelina, Betty Kelly; Sir 


Ansco Kodako, Polly Fritz. 
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Connecticut’s First Intermediate Rally 
“It was held on November 4, 1933, and 168 lively, 
enthusiastic boy and girls attended. Such hope and in- 
spiration—it was just great. Every bit of it was well 
planned and interesting, and enjoyed by everyone,” says 


Helen L. Schenk, Intermediate Secretary for Con- 
necticut. 
“Our rally was .an interesting venture. There are 


only four Intermediate Leagues (registered) in Con- 
necticut at the present time, but eleven different churches 
sent some of their boys and girls to the rally, so that we 
hope in the near future to at least get these eleven lined 
up,” says Mrs. E. W. Hammer of Meriden, Connecticut. 
(One of the eleven registered today—November 27, 1933 
—FEditor.) 


“The rally certainly gave a mighty impetus to In- 
termediate work in our city. The attendance far ex- 
ceeded our fondest hopes. My interest is occasioned by 
my position as clerical advisor on the State Executive 
Committee,” says Rev. Wm. Otto Bruckner. 


Luther and the Bible—A Pageant 


On the first three Sundays in February the Inter- 
mediate Department will study in its devotional meet- 
ings the theme: “400 Years of the Bible for the People.” 
This is in keeping with the 400th anniversary of the 
publication of the entire Bible in German. As an added 
incentive to a proper observance of this great event a 
special pageant has been prepared entitled “Luther and 
the Bible.’ If interested, write to the Luther League 
of America for a copy. Enclose 10 cents, please. 


Smilingly, 
OUR TASK 
(By Eva Hall) 
To— 
Rebuild? 
Rethink? 
Remake? 


—what’s never been? 
The plans, 
The thoughts, 
The beginnings 
—are truly seen; 
The dream, 
The force, 
The will 
—we need the steam 
To— 
Construct, 
Infuse and 
Prove true 
—the world we’ve never seen. 
For—yes, it’s become a vision clear, 
The lines are straight, materials are here; 
Then—the vision take and apply the power 
To build God’s way this very hour! 
EPWORTH HERALD 
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THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 


ADVENTURES IN BIBLE STUDY 
WITH THE JUNIORS 
‘Dear Leaguers: 

February is the time for adventure in Bible study 
in the Junior League. And what adventures they can 
have, and what great adventurers these Juniors make, 
if the Seniors will but take the time to lead them. 


Helps for the adventuring: 


1. A Trip to the Holy Land 
as given in the Junior topics will help the Juniors know 
more about the Bible, and the lessons concerning Beth- 
lehem and Jerusalem will help them understand what 
the Bible teaches about Jesus. Be sure to get the Junior 
Topics Booklet, “A Trip to the Holy Land’—5 cents. 


2. Handwork to Make Bible Study Interesting 


Get any of this material from the United Lutheran Pub- 
lication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia: 
Wookswmotwthe Mible- Posten uc ceeds vars uo ceteiy ater ere age rete oieker eyebeneiens, tae $225 
Bible Bookcase—A “‘Something to Do Book’? (2.2.2.8. ..2....- 1.00 
Panel Posters—Easter, Christmas, Old Testament, New Testa- 
ment, each . 
“You Finish It Book’—Bible stories to be completed ....... 1.00 
Outline Pictures to Color—Children of the Bible, Life of Christ, 


pesusr witelpers,, <Cacky” xis..cles opine cts oot editane lets eeagtena ie fisietaehels 105 
Hatdwork Color Cards—Shepherd Psalm, Moses, Daniel, David, 

Paul, Samuel, Noah, Christmas, Easter, Joseph, Good Sam- 

ALitaty me oOrd ss prayer.) CaClin, een cinclic heres sisters aieete ie aie al5 


Have the Juniors make a Bible bookcase from wood. 
Or have them make a model of the Tabernacle or 
Temple from ivory soap. The Palestinian Village sug- 
gested in the topic may be made. 


3. Daily Bible Reading 
Be sure to emphasize daily Bible reading during 
this month. Get the leaflet, “Pictures and Promises of 
the Coming One,” which gives the daily readings for 
the first six months of 1934. 


4. Bible Drills, Contests, Games 

Get the leaflet, “Bible Drills”—2 cents from League 
Headquarters—and drill the Juniors on the facts of the 
Bible. The successful Bible drill is one that is con- 
ducted without dragging. 

Divide the Juniors on two sides and have Bible con- 
tests—naming cities of the Bible (begin with A and con- 
tinue until A’s are exhausted, then go to B, etc.). People 
of the Bible, mountains, rivers, may also be used. An- 
nounce these contests the week before, and have the 
Juniors search for the names. 

Bible games can also be arranged. ‘They are in- 
structive as well as entertaining. Many facts can be 
easily learned in this manner. 

“Bible Baseball” is popular with Juniors. Bible 
questions are used, and the rules of baseball followed. 

“Bible Families” is another instructive game. Cards 
are distributed with the names of Bible people—four of 
a family—Abraham, Isaac, Sarah, Lot, ete—and the 
game is played like the old time ‘Authors.’ 

“Who Am I?” may also be used. The name of a 
Bible character is pinned on each one’s back, and he 
can only guess who he represents by asking questions 
of the others which are answered by “Yes” or “No.” 


4. Bible Stories 
Bible stories, it is needless to say, should be told 
frequently in the meetings, during the study of the 


topics, and as story hours. Not only should the super- 
intendents tell them, but the Juniors themselves should 
be given the opportunity. Occasionally have several 
Juniors tell Bible stories without giving the name of the 
character, and let the other Juniors guess what Bible 
stories were told. 

Any of these books (from the Publication House) 


will give a supply of Bible stories: 


Long Ago In Galilee—Clark 

Stories Jesus Heard and Told—Prouty 
Standard Bible Story Readers 
American Bible Story Readers 

The Story Peter Told—Ball 


These books have been in the Junior Reading 
Course, and you doubtless have one or two of them. 


5. Bible Dramatizations 
Juniors love to “act out’ stories, and after they have 
learned the Bible story let them dramatize it. These 
leaflets (from League Headquarters—two cents each) 


can be used: 


Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 
Parable of the Ten Virgins 
Abraham and the Three Strangers 
Moses—The Babe In the Rushes 
Joseph and the Cup In the Sack 
Parable of the Sower 


After the Juniors have used three or four of these, 
let them work out their own original dramatization of 
the Bible story, acting the story as they think it 
should be. 


Please Take Note 


FIFTH ANNUAL JUNIOR LUTHER 
LEAGUE INSTITUTE 


At Headquarters 
February 16 and 17, 1934 


For—all Luther League Officers 
—all Senior Leaguers 
—all Departmental Secretaries 
—all Junior Workers 
—all interested in the work with the children 
—all who should be interested 


Discussions Talks Practical Helps 
On the Program of the Luther League 
For the Juniors 
Come! 


EL 


State Institutes 


_ Georgia held a most interesting State Junior-Intermediate In- 
stitute with these subjects discussed: The Place of the Younger 
Leaguers. The Importance of League Membership, A Glimpse of 
Our 1934 Topics, The Need of Reading Course Books—How to 
Use Them, Interesting Bible Reading Helps, How Interest Our 
Intermediates In Church Attendance, Making the Missionary Topics 
Real, Life Service Begins With the Juniors. 

_ Ohio held their Fifth Junior Institute in Dayton with a fellow- 
ship supper, and these presentations: Teaching the Bible to the 
Juniors—Sister Lucille Lyerly; The Relation of the Senior League 
to the Juniors—Rev. John Warnes; The Leader—Rey. James 
Miller; The Juniors and Missions—Miss Myrtle Rogers; Demonstra- 
tion—St. Luke’s, Springfield, Juniors: ‘The Church Seasons”; The 
Program of the Junior League—Miss Florence Dutton; Relationship 
of the Conference to the Junior League—Miss Hulda Sallee; The 
Relation of the Senior League to the Juniors—Mr. Edward Driscoll; 
The Junior Reading Course—Mrs. Paul Miller; Review of Junior 
Books—St. Luke’s, Springfield, Juniors. The devotional periods 


were conducted by Sister Alma Boarts, Juni i 
and Sister Lucille ‘Lyerly. Tear oak as TT 


Can you have a Junior institute in your State? 


—— 
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Junior Program Packet 

Have you the new Program Packet? Secure same 
at once for forty cents. It contains new Topics Book- 
lets on Easter, Worship, and Life Service, as well as 
plans for a trip to the Holy Land, and other leaflets 
to help in the programs from January to July. 

If you do not have a Junior Workers’ Handbook, 
why not secure one now? A complete set of our leaflets 
can be obtained for $1, containing all our supplementary 
leaflets and exercises, and all the Junior Topics Book- 
lets, which are permanent material. Get this before 
it is out of print. 


Nation Wide Junior Rally Day 

The Juniors have been rallying everywhere in ob- 
servance of Nation Wide Junior Rally Day. We have 
space for only one report: 

Lancaster (Pa.) District Juniors rallied in St. Paul’s, 
Lititz, with a capacity crowd of over four hundred. 
They celebrated Book Week by stressing the Junior 
Reading Course and gave this splendid program—each 
League itself working out its part in the program—on 


WHAT SHALL I READ? 
Organ Recital 
Processional: ‘‘Beautiful Saviour’”—Junior Choir, Lititz 
Worship Period 
Solo: ‘‘Holy Bible’—St. Mark’s, Lancaster 
Scripture: ‘‘The Lost Book”—St. Paul’s, Lititz 
Prayer—St. Paul’s, Lititz 
Dramatization: ““How Luther Found the Book’’—St. 
Lititz 
Hymn: ‘Lo, On a Mount” - 
Poem: ‘‘Thank God For Books’—Muddy Creek Junior 
The Boys’ and Girls’ Bookshelf—Seven Stories High | 
1. Our 1934 Bookshelf—The Junior Reading Course—A Library 
Sketch—Trinity, Ephrata, Juniors and Little Leaguers 
2. Our Bible Shelf—Zion, Leacock 
Dramatizations: Old Testament—Abraham and the Three 
Strangers 
Handwork: Bible Bookcase, Bible Color, Books 
3. Round the World Bookshelf 
Japan: Junior book on Japan and story—St. John’s, Lancaster 
Little Leaguers’ story on Japan—St. Stephen’s, Lancaster 
China: Dramatization of a Chinese story—St. Stephen’s, 
Lancaster 
Africa: Story—St. John’s, Lancaster 
India: Story—St. Stephen’s, Lancaster 
4. Young America’s Bookshelf 5's 
The American Indian: Story—Zion, Landisville 
Alaska: Advent, Lancaster 
Rural Life: Story—Advent, Lancaster 
5. Shelf For the Wee-est Ones (Little Leaguers Books) —Emmanuel, 


Lancaster : 
5. The Six to Ten Shelf Books For Six to Ten Year Olders— 
Salem, Reamstown G 
7. The Ten to Twelve Shelf: New Books For Ten to Twelve Year 
Olds—Grace, Lancaster 
Remarks—Miss Mehlhouse ; 
Greetings—Offering—Closing Hymn and Worship. 
The offering of this rally was given to purchase 
books for our Junior Leaguers in Puerto Rico. 
Make your plans now for the Lenten Season and 
plan to teach the Juniors the Lenten story and the true 


meaning of Easter. 


Paul’s, 


Your Junior Secretary, 


JUNIOR SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS 

These Junior Leagues have taken out Sustaining 
Memberships during the year 1933. This means much 
effort in these days on the part of the Juniors and their 
superintendents and we thank them heartily for their 


loyal support. i" 
Evangelical, Frederick, d. 

St. Deters North Plainfield, N. J. 
St. John’s, Nazareth, Pa. 

Trinity, Victoria, Texas 

Immanuel, Inez, Texas 

St. John’s, Phoenixville, Pa. 


OR 
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St. Joseph’s, Allentown, Pa. 

8. Hope Memorial, Smithton, Pa. 
9. Christ, Mahanoy City, Pa. 

10. St. John’s, Northumberland, Pa. 
I St. Peters, Pittston, Pa. 

12. Our Saviour, Jersey City, N. J. 
13, Christ, Shrewsbury, Pa. 

if) Ourssaviour, Jamaica, i. i, N.Y. 
LS eebriateys = Donor) wear 

16. Hope Memorial, Smithton, Pa. 
IZ St) gobns? St) Johns, Pa. 

18. First, Galveston, Texas 

19. Trinity, North Merchantville, N. J. 
20. Holy Trinity, New York City, N. Y. 
21. Trinity, Rochester, N. Y. 

22. St. Luke’s, Springfield, Ohio 
23. Grace, Royersford, Pa. 

24. St. Matthew’s, Harrisburg, Pa. 
25. Grace, Rochester, Pa. 

26. Alsace, Reading, Pa. 

27, St. Joseph’s, Allentown, Pa. 
28., Lrinity, Ephrata, Pa. 

29. St. John’s, Swissvale, Pa. 

30. Memorial, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

31. Augsburg, Harrisburg, Pa. 

32. Memorial, Harrisburg, Pa. 

33. Trinity, Victoria, Texas 

34. Christ, Birmingham, Alabama 
35. Holy Trinity, Muncie, Ind. 

36. Zion, Middletown, Md. 

37. St. Mark’s, Uniondale, Ind. 

38. St. Peter’s, Creston, Neb. 

39. Salem, rremont, Neb. 

40, Redeemer, Utica, N. Y. 

Al aiLolys Drinity. aclollis, w&aidivstNiee Ye 
42. Advent, New York City, N. Y. 
43. First, Warren, Pa. 

44. Orphan Home, Zelienople, Pa. 
45. St. Stephen’s, Lancaster, Pa. 

46. First, Butler, Pa. 

47. Trinity, York, Pa. 

48. First, Vandergrift, Pa. 

49. St. John’s, Johnsonburg, Pa. 

50. ‘Grace, Red Lion, Pa. 

51. Hope, Reading, Pa. 

52. St. John’s, Nanticoke, Pa. 

O37) gst balks: Dubois, Pa. 

54. St. John’s, Shiremanstown, Pa. 
55. Fourth, Altoona, Pa. 

56. Christ, Second, Altoona, Pa. 
57. First, Philipsburg, Pa. 

58. Trinity, Norristown, Pa. 

59. Luther Memorial, Blacksburg, Va. 
60. Trinity, Akron, Ohio 

61. Glenwood, Toledo, Ohio 

62. St. James, Cleveland, Ohio 

63. Christ, New York City, N. Y. 


Sixty-three Memberships! A total of three hundred 
and fifteen dollars—is fine, Juniors. Keep up this good 
work if possible, for the Sustaining Membership helps 
“to keep things going” in the Luther League. Without 
it we could not do the work at Headquarters. We are 
proud that the Juniors are doing their share in this 
Fund Most of the memberships came through real 
self-denial. We have more letters than we could print 
from superintendents telling that the children brought 
money, penny by penny, for their Sustaining Member- 
ship—money given to them for candy and pleasures: 
Thanks again, Juniors! 


“Ling Yang’? and his brother and sister. Three of St. Stephen’s, 
Lancaster, Pa., Juniors as they dramatized a story of China 
at their District Rally in Lititz, Pa. Almost five 
hundred attended this Rally. 


A Luther League Review subscription for one year 
will make a worth-while Valentine. Price $1.25. 


, 
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LIFE SERVICE—SERVING LIFE 
(By eAN EE S:)) 

At the World’s Fair there is a drinking fountain 
which gives forth no refreshing drink until the thirsty 
one stoops down to receive the cooling draught. At 
once the unseen hand turns on the faucet and the water 
rushes upward. So it is with many of our activities in 
living the Christian life, our faith makes us lift our eyes 
upward, we pray and reach out to receive. At once the 
Unseen Hand bestows the gifts of power, strength, and 
happiness, which we in our faith turned toward Him as 
purveyor of the good things of the Spirit. In thanks- 
giving for these blessings we desire to help others along 
life’s highway and so we look around for ways to serve 
Christ, His Church, and our fellow men—just where we 
are. Here are a number of services being given by 
Luther Leaguers. 


1. A Sunday School tried to solve a problem of 
poor singing by hiring a song leader. When the chil- 
dren wouldn’t respond to him, because he failed to win 
their interest, a Luther Leaguer suggested a “Church 
School Choir.” This choir would assist in the worship 
by practicing the hymns, preparing special anthems and 
presenting well planned sacred concerts and musical 
dramas and pageants. Today this Church School Choir 
loyally assists at all the special occasions of the church, 
the Sunday School singing has improved and the spirit 
of singing for Jesus has spread throughout the con- 
gregation. 

2. A State Intermediate League faced a problem of 
Senior Leaguers too busy with other church duties to 
find time to serve as Intermediate Secretaries, super- 
visors or superintendents. Recognizing the interest of 
all youth in adventure, a Luther Leaguer planned a 
convention program entitled “The Intermediate Luther 
League Adventures for Christ In the Footsteps of 
Martin Luther.” This program correlated the goals of 
the Intermediate Luther League program with the events 
in Luther’s life, adventures which served to strengthen 
his character. Such an interest was aroused that the 
Senior Leaguers are making use of it even in their 
Senior League work. 


3. A pastor was greeted on the streets day after 
day by his Leaguers who attended nearby schools. He 
was always walking to make a call on some member of 
the congregation. Finally, a Luther Leaguer arranged 
a “Transportation Committee.” This committee sche- 
dules all the available automobiles in the congregation 
for the use of the pastor. A new spirit of co-operation 
has entered the community. The pastor is once again 
physically able to not only pray with his people but 
also play with them and enjoy all the happiness of his 
friends. 

4. A church council recognized the effects of the 
depression in the number of families who were coming 
to church looking neglected and undernourished. The 
Luther League appointed an “Unemployment Relief 
Committee,” placed small white unmarked envelopes in 
the pew racks for gifts of money, and requested all 
gifts of food and clothing to be left at the church. No 
one knows who gives the gifts, only the committee mem- 
bers know who receives the needed help. Food has 
been furnished to the hungry, clothing to the naked, 
water to the thirsty, medicine to the physically sick, 
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strength to the weak, light to those in darkness, faith 
to the doubting, renewed energy to tired hearts and 
souls. 

5. A mountain missionary tells the story of the 
needs of his people during the coming winter. A Luther 
Leaguer writes to him and asks what can be done to 
help his missionary endeavors. Now the League is 
busy collecting packed food, usable clothing, worth- 
while magazines, bound hymnals, good conditioned old 
type radios, and preparing them all for shipment to 
the mountain missionary. 

6. A District Luther League wanted to celebrate 
the 450th anniversary of Luther’s birth with a suitable 
program. Not finding a Luther play available or satis- 
factory, a Luther Leaguer wrote her own play in order 
to make this traditional occasion an inspiring one. “The 
Turning Again’ commemorating the birth, faith, cour- 
age and works of Martin Luther made the District real- 
ize its own talents in dramatic presentations, the talents 
of one of its leaders, and the opportunity to serve the 
Church. 

7. A Luther (League President leaves for college, 
the Leaguers present him with a Common Service Book 
on the eve of his departure. He has missed them, they 
have missed him. But only for a time, for a Luther 
Leaguer suggested a Letter Exchange Committee to 
which committee Leaguers at school write of their ex- 
periences to be read to the home League. Then the 
Leaguers at home hand their answers to the committee 
for mailing to those at school. Thereby a loss was 
turned into a gain in friendship. 

8. Your own story of a service being rendered in 
your League. 


YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARD DAILY BIBLE 
READING—WHAT IS IT? 

Some Leaguers have made inquiry regarding the 
different interpretations about the daily Bible reading as 
a point in our Efficiency Standard. The question has 
been raised, “If a Leaguer fails to read his Bible for a 
day or more, could he “catch up” on a day later and be 
given credit?” 

There is no profit in reading the Bible readings for 
each day of the week on a Saturday or Sunday, just to 
“catch up” or complete a record. 

Luther Leaguers, let’s read our Bible each day and 
especially try to make it a habit in order that it may be 
lasting and helpful to us. What is the use of reading 
the Bible if we do it simply for the reward? Daily Bible 
reading is not simply done for the sake of reading the 
Bible, but for meditation and that which may help us in 
the promotion of our work and strengthen us in our 
spiritual lives for the tasks of each day. 


LENA BROWN 


TO WHICH CONGREGATION 
DO' YOU BELONG? 

The character of a congregation is made by the in- 
dividual characters of the members. Following are two 
descriptions of congregations. It is not hard to decide 
which congregation everyone would prefer. If your con- 
gregation is not what you know it should be avoid the 
easily developed habit of pointing the accusing finger at 
others. To which congregation do you belong: 
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This One 

When you come to our church about the first thing 
you notice is the spirit of friendliness. You are sure to 
be met with a welcome handshake and a kindly intro- 
duction. In short, you immediately feel that you are 
among people who are glad to receive you into their 
fellowship. 

You will notice that everyone is reverent and at- 
tentive during the worship. If you do not know where 
the service is found someone will show you. And the 
singing is hearty as if everyone were singing from his 
very soul. Everything functions perfectly. That is because 
everyone knows and does his little part. There is no 
halt, no catch. 

The faces of all about you reflect the joy and happi- 
ness our members have found in their relationship with 
Jesus. 

All the men attend Brotherhood meeting, and, say, 
you ought to see that Brotherhood in action. What 
snap, what life! There is no sidestepping of responsi- 
bility. There are always more men to do the tasks than 
there are tasks. 

All the women attend the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety meetings. You are captivated by the devotional 
spirit, the willingness, the interest in the Kingdom’s 
work, 

And everybody is at Sunday School. Our Sunday 
School is, indeed, the Church in action as teacher. You 
never hear any bickering or unfair criticism. The pastor 
gets all the co-operation he can make use of. 


And you should see the young people attending the 
Luther League devotional meeting. You will appreci- 
ate youth more as you see them earnestly engaged in the 
work of the Church. Our young people are the pastor’s 
assistant. Oh, I could go on forever. 


Or This One 

I don’t know what’s the matter with our congrega- 
tion. Everything seems dead around church. Our 
members come to church with long faces. They drag 
in late and slump into a pew as if they were mad with 
everybody. Jf you want your hand shaked you have to 
take your left hand in your right hand. 

And I’ve noticed how absent-minded they are dur- 
ing the service. Some of them don’t have a book and 
don’t care. Nobody really sings out, well, the service 
doesn’t go right any way. I guess you can’t blame them. 

It looks like we can’t get anything done properly. 
Everybody says: “Why don’t you get so-and-so, he can 
do it better than I.” There are so many things around 
the church on Sunday morning that someone ought to 
do. It would make such a difference. Well, they don’t 
seem to care, so I’m not going to do it either. 

Some of our men come to Brotherhood meeting but 
it looks like they all come with a chip on their shoulder. 
And try and get things done. The first thing you hear 
is: “Don’t look at me. I’ve got too much to do already.” 
It’s the same story with the women. Everybody talks 
about dresses and permanents and nobody seems to 
know what’s going on. It looks like they don’t care to 
know about what’s being done for humanity by the 
Church. 

And our Sunday School—well it’s like pulling teeth 
to get enough adults to do the work. And then they 
do it in a hit-or-miss way. Oh, I could go on forever. 

( 
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GIVING AS AN ACT OF WORSHIP 


Our lives would be singularly incomplete if there 
were no chance for giving as worship. We ought to 
hail every opportunity to give of our means for the ad- 
vancement of religion, for missionary effort of the 
Church, for charity, and as a way of increasing our 
generosity and of reproving our natural selfishness. 


Instead of being impatient with the offering plate at 
the worship service, or at our League meeting, we 
ought to hail it with love and joy, remembering the 
blessing of our Lord bestowed upon her who crept 
meekly to the treasury and dropped in her two mites, all 
that she had. 

Let us not misunderstand the spirit of the beauti- 
ful story. There is no merit in the modest giving un- 
less it be also liberal giving. Our giving should not be 
for public approval or recognition. The perfect style 
of giving is to give in proportion to the way in which 
the Lord has prospered us. Then crown this gift with 
prayer and bestow it with thankfulness. It is the beauti- 
ful offering which has in it the incense of the pure heart. 
It is the giving which is worship. All our gifts to the 
Lord should be of this sort. They thus become a part 
of our lives. Love consecrates them and faith sends 
them forth. 


How to give our offering: 

1. Systematic. A certain portion of our income 
should be set apart and sacredly devoted to the Lord 
every week. Nothing in ordinary conditions should in- 
terfere with this. When we all contribute as God pros- 
pers us and do it regularly, we shall cease to see the 
chariot wheels of progress blocked because of lack 
of funds. 

Many small streams running from many sources” 
compose at last a mighty stream flowing out to the 
great sea. 

2. Loving. Not the churl’s or the miser’s gift, 
erudgingly offered, but the full-hearted, free-handed 
gifts of those who yearn to help on in this world those 
needing help. Let the gift be spontaneous as to each 
impulse, and its blessedness will return in your own life. 

3. Intelligent. Look abroad over the wide field, 
get a knowledge of the great need, of what the church 
is doing to carry the gospel into all the world, of the 
many ways in which the church is meeting the needs 
of mankind. All missionary work is not done on the 
home or in the foreign field by missionaries. Part of it is 
done by us when we send them forth, done when we 
support the work, when we resolve that our church 
boards shall not groan under loads of debt, nor our 
representatives suffer because we withhold supplies. 

4. Self-denying. We are not truly Christ’s chil- 
dren when we hold the purse in reserve.. The disciple 
who would be as his Master must not hold dearest 
houses or lands, or father or mother, or wife or chil- 
dren. Down from the clear heaven above us sounds the 
trumpet call, “If any man will be my disciple, he must 
forsake all, take up his cross, and come and follow me.” 
Let us not plume and strut our liberality. 

We cannot give in any hour of our lives as our 
Saviour gave Himself for us, counting not even His 
own life dear. We are always unprofitable servants if 
we measure our service and our giving by Christ’s good- 
ness and gift to our unworthiness. 
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Buying Up Happiness 


(By Rev. John P. Milton) 


ness, you say! Happiness cannot be bought. If 

you are lucky a fair amount of happiness is given 
you in life; and if you are unlucky in this respect, what 
is there to do about it? You certainly cannot go out 
and buy the happiness you desire. 


d peer heard of such a thing as buying happi- 


Yet softly, my friend! How do you know that hap- 
piness is a matter of luck? 
believing that you cannot make an investment in happi- 
ness which will yield abundant and tangible returns? 
It is not idle talk or folly to speak of buying up happi- 
ness. It can be bought at any time for the price of glad 
‘and unselfish service in the name of Christ. 


Jesus Was a Happy Man 

I love to think of Him as the happiest of men. It 
is true that He was above all others “a Man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief.” He was keenly aware of 
the sinfulness of mankind, and it was a burden on His 
soul; none felt so deeply as He the world’s need of 
redemption. He wept at Lazarus’ grave because of 
their slowness of heart to believe. He cried over Jeru- 
salem because of its willful rejection of Him who came 
to it as its Saviour and King. On the contrary, we are 
never told that Jesus laughed or smiled. And yet the 
picture which the Bible gives us is that of a calmly 
happy man who found the greatest personal joy in the 
mission of rescue on which He had come. How beauti- 
fully expressive of this fact were His words to the re- 
turning disciples at the well near Sychar, ‘‘My meat is 
to do the will of him that sent me, and to accomplish 
His work.” To do God’s will was sweet food; to serve 
His fellow men with eternal salvation was the height 
of happiness. 


A similar happiness every Christian may have. In- 
deed, it should be his. This is what we mean by buying 
up happiness. There is joy in service of others; or in 
more familiar words: “It is more blessed to give than 
to receive,’ We know how happy we are when we re- 
ceive gifts from our friends. Think then of what might 
be ours if we learned the joy of giving and the happi- 
ness of one who serves. 


Have You Learned the Joy of Serving? 4 

It is as genuine a joy as you can find anywhere. 
It_is true also of spiritual service, of that service which 
is rendered in and through the Church of Jesus Christ, 
that it brings you personal joy. Many church members 
have no experience of this joy simply because they are 
inactive. They are not giving themselves and therefore, 
cannot know the blessedness of those who do. They sit 
on the sidelines and watch others fight the good fight 
of faith. Anyone who has ever played in a game, of 
whatever sort it may be, will tell you that it is more 
fun to be a player than a spectator. I believe with all 
my heart that the same is true of the activity of 
Christ’s Church. If you would be happy in your church 


What reason have you for 


membership give something of yourself to that church; 
and the more you give the happier you will be. But 
you must give of yourself; your heart must be in the 
service. You can give of your time, of your energy, 
of your means, and yet do it so grudgingly as to forfeit 
all blessing. He who would find happiness in the serv- 
ice of the Church must first give himself to the Lord 
and to his fellow men in glad and willing consecration. 


The Service Outlet 

In every Christian life there must be a steady intake 
of the blessing of God’s grace. We need to hear the 
Word of God and to commune with God in prayer and 
But in every Christian life there must also 
be a steady outlet. There must be an outflowing of that 
grace in spiritual service to others. Otherwise we shall 
become like stagnant pools, receiving indeed of the 
showers of heaven, but doing nothing to refresh a thirsty 
land: the result is stagnation. So the result with one 
who never gives spiritually is a narrow selfishness which 
is as repulsive as a stagnant pool. But it is more than 
repulsive; it breeds unhappiness in its murky waters. 
I have never met a selfish man who was deeply happy. 
I have never met a selfish church member who had 
aught but irritable criticism for the shortcomings of the 
Church. The happy church member is he who sees the 
shortcomings and applies himself the more diligently 
to overcome them. -He finds joy in serving better to- 
day than he did yesterday. 


Have You Found It? 

I mean this service outlet as a member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ. It is right at your door, and it will 
bring you happiness if you find and use it. There is 
happiness for the Sunday School teacher who gives of 
himself in helpful love from week to week. There is 
happiness for the singer who makes melody with heart 
as well as with voice unto the Lord. There is happi- 
ness for the faithful witness who is quick and eager to 
speak a word about Jesus. There is happiness in watch- 
ing your opportunity to invite friends and friendfess to 
share the spiritual ministrations which your church seeks 
to give. There is happiness in giving of your money 
in order that missionaries may be sent with the gospel 
of salvation to the unsaved. There is happiness in hav- 
ing a share, directly and indirectly, in all the work of 
the Church of God. If you have not found this happi- 
ness it is because you have not learned to give yourself 
to the task before you. You are not a part of the ac- 
tivity of your church; you are rather a spectator, will- 
ing to cheer or to jeer the efforts of others, but missing 
the joy of real personal service. Do you realize what 
you are missing? Buy up happiness for yourself! Be- 
gin now to learn the secret of unselfish, happy, spiritual 
service through the medium of your church. Happiness 
will surely come if you give yourself to your ministry in 
the name of Christ. 


worship. 


—EXCHANGE 


——— 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON THE CHRISTIAN 
(Continued from Page 1) 
statement and personal application of this particular 
lesson which he mastered so thoroughly under his 
mother’s tutelage. When the notice of his appointment 
as Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army was 
officially communicated to him, George Washington said: 

“ * * * as the Congress desire it, I will enter 
upon the momentous duty and exert every power I pos- 
sess in the service and support of the glorious cause. 
* * * But lest unlucky event should happen  unfavor- 
able to my reputation, I beg it may be remembered by 
every gentleman in the room, that I did this day declare 
with the utmost sincerity I do not think myself equal to 
the command I am honored with.” 

Shortly thereafter he wrote to his wife assuring her 
that the appointment was not of his seeking and of his 
unwillingness to.part with her and the family, adding, 
“But as it has been a kind of destiny that has thrown 
me upon this service, I shall hope that my undertaking 
is destined to answer some good purpose.” 

So, in keeping with the teachings which sank deep 
into his consciousness as a young lad, and with his in- 
herited religious attitude, did George Washington sol- 
emnly search his heart and lay out his reputation for the 
honor and good of his country, thereby demonstrating 
the cardinal virtues of patriotism, courage, justice to 
man, and faith in God. 


SERVICE 


By Ted Hart 
(Theodore George Hartwig) 


Live then, and toil, despite the dull times! 

Seek but each day, unfettered by climes, 

Service to render, some good things to do— 
That’s the high purpose your mind should pursue! 


Bright days and dark days—whate’er may befall: 
Sunshine and sweetness, yea, wormwood and gall 
Are but the product, where’er you may go, 

Of life’s true norm, its weal and its woe. 


Giving ourselves to tasks that are light, 
Opens no doorway to fight with our might. 
Lameness of vision and haphazard toil 
Proffer incentive our hearts to embroil! 


Nothing is gathered from ill seeds that are sown 
But labor, exhaustion, and friends that have flown. 
Harvest of plenty accrues from real toil— 
Planting good seed in fine fertile soil. 


Serve, then, each day with might and with main, 
Lifting the burdens of others in pain! 
Then shall the dawn with splendor arise, 
Ever revealing delights to the wise. 

; —N. L. C. 


Contributing Membership Cards for 1934 are now 
ready and can be purchased for $1.00. Send remittance 
to 806 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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FINAL REPORTS OF LEAGUE FINANCES 
AND OBJECTIVES FOR 1933 
To December 31, 1933 


We want to express our deep appreciation and 
sincere thanks to those State and Synodical Leagues 
who have met their quotas and also to those who made 
every effort to reach their quotas. 


Have you done your part? 


REPORT OF THE JAPAN OBJECTIVE 
December 31, 1933 


League Senior Inter. Junior 
Alabaivia Pic alee oe ca $10.00 $1.00 $1.00 
Nortnern California . 5 45.65 
Southern Calitornia . a 50.00 
Canaday ys siettereferesveievomtenche 4.70 2.50 
Columbia District 
AE OVATPECTICUTE tole wie oes Slee cere 163.83 
Os —EVLOLIGA iN arets cyerctorsisisret ole 60.50 
Geoteia tae een 134.43 12.98 6.50 
P——LIUNOIS Tn pteisrcrerene ete ane 688.00 14.00 
Tadianay fiaentn de. okey 125.00 9.00 2.00 
4a lL OWaeie e srotein eve teas 156.20 1.06 
2——Kansasieyanveiac skewers 99.60 9.50 9.52 
7—Maryland ........... 930.92 59.07 5370 
Michigan geese sins ose 274.75 9.50 12°25 
3—Miunnesota ........... 189.36 3.18 
NITSSISSIPDiunepetettekere eiehtey = 
Mirena Saigo Boned baaon 
INiebraskatervetterstrelertrereee 291.10 4.00 
German Nebraska 110.00 
ING wilerSey? fetes elem ole 280.69 10.85 31.19 
New MOrk itn clara tes 935.65 103.59 36.66 
North \Caroliria® ..55: 50.2. 428.04 27.26 
INOVva we COtia. clscmavancieniete 
6—OIio WN sieescedae ete erties ° 804.19 45.76 45.42 
9—Pacific Northwest .... 40.70 40.70 
Pennsylvania= ~..+.2. 5,280.00 4,210.27 289.08 309.37 
PirertoeRicoy since 60.00 
Rocky Mountain ........ 96.25 2.00 
South Carolina serene s. 1,199.55 950.53 73.02 
ER CAST eteterererehehey reverts: eta bs 141.35 113.92 1.00 13.48 
WirrSiiatial eeteitss overs a ccoitics tus nce 699.60 5.00 16.25 
Wrest) Virginia (2... 104.50 25.76 
8—Wisconsin ........... 209.55 201.80 2.00 5.75 
Junior Rally at Reading 
Convention ssaeeantente 40.50 
Argentine, South America 40.00 
Cash Contribution ...... 11.00 
EOtal! es. tereyero ena. cans $15,301.55 $11,484.74 $648.92 $576.33 
DUES REPORT 
December 31, 1933 v 
Senior Dues Inter. Dues 
League Billed Paid Billed Paid 
== Alabammal metieee felt st orale 7.50 $7.50 $1.20 $1.30 
aes California. . 37.25 37.25 1.30 1.30 
Southern California ...... 102.50 5.00 7.00 
Canada ......+ecceecceees 150.00 
Columbia District ...-.--- 35.75 35.75 3.90 
8—Connecticut .....+.+-> 57.00 57.00 6.00 6.00 
3——Blorida’ vessel si ; 31.25 31.25 1.00 1.00 
Georgial iy. fee ae =i 77.25 18.12 7.70 4.00 
MT MOISeys ate er eatebenetsl ote =" elleslore 262.50 170.00 40.00 2.50 
7—Indiana ..... nmgogdooe 125.00 125.00 13.50 13.50 
2—LTOWa ...e secre rs csccce 81.25 81.25 15.00 15.00 
KansaSc. cue ene me osc icie 62.50 8.90 
Marylandyenscir eis Re Seats 431.50 229.50 39.70 20.00 
Michigan <..... Peake mutsha sieve 165.75 64.38 24.90 
Minnesotal teietasisenesys ee ot 100.00 69.00 10.00 5.00 
Mississippi .....-+---ss-- aun 7.75 
Tia ererarstetetere es iceey <tolet 5 z 
ee Dr ayardketelantavekesele otal aaron 177.00 13.00 3.80 
ebraskcastcice ness f 
oreo: Bisheaow oe (i ae 238.50 131.56 35.00 20.20 
New Yire EIS PORIOG io ote ee #2220 thes 
arolina ....... A 0 f 2 
‘North C : 375.00 187.50 34.20 17.10 
cific Northwest . : 30.00 . a 
ey ace ad aialieh so 2,567.50 208.10 208.10 
ocky Mountain : 
Ree eres Carolinaw cont 393.75 393.75 28.70 28.70 
Sm—— LD. CXRAS) Melaiavone sis, éie\«/elelel = <i 56.25 56.25 7.90 7.90 
Nateabalty ghovGs Seon umoboes $31.25 150.00 10.00 5.25 
West Virginia ..........-- 90.25 1.80 
1—Wisconsings. eee 5 76.75 76.75 14.40 14.40 
Rotallasvnesun tastes = $7,619.25 $6,072.56 $846.90 $542.95 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to December 31, 1933 


Alumni Total 
League Quota Sust’g Cont’g or Gift Paid 
Pla airiagene tists) obeys te $10.00 $ 5.00 $ 5.00 
*North. California. . 20.00 20.00 20.00 
South. California. . 40.00 5,00 5.00 
Ganda eee $1.00 1.00 
*Columbia District 25.00 15.00 4.00 $10.00 29.00 
Connecticut ...... 30.00 2.00 5.00 7.00 
TOCA, Lowes « ayeis ee e's 10.00 1.00 1.00 
Georgia 25.00 2.00 10.00 12.00 
UG eae eree oe 225.00 30.00 7.00 10.00 47.00 
aldtaray eve icwieet = 60.00 25.00 1.00 26.00 
TRON Ee Ue RTS 40.00 70.00 5.00 75.00 
TREN CFA 9 ge oe ere nee 25.00 13.00 1.00 14.00 
eoMiaty lands si\cr-tsrve 250.00 146.75 103.00 10.00 259.7 
iM@ehiean) Sarasistse -e 45.00 5.00 5.00 
Minnesota “hvala ano 60.00 30.00 2.00 32.00 
MSSISSIDD! es cts 10.00 
German Nebraska... 10.00 
iMebraska 7 iin 5.3% =. 90.00 $40.09 22.00 5.00 67.09 
*New Jersey ..... 90.00 50.00 26.30 25.00 101.30 
eNews York! sc. - 325.00 75,00 91.10 140.00 406.10 
*North Carolina 275.00 55.00 23.00 15.00 93.00 
MD LG meres stretch cele 175.00 50.00 20.00 15.00 85.00 
Pacific Northwest. . 10.00 5.00 5.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1,200.00 369.05 148.21 200.00 717.26 
Rocky Mountain .. 10.00 
South Carolina 200.00 60.00 6.00 5.00 71.00 
MELEKCAS Mee eye i oc 40.00 25.00 15.00 10.00 50.00 
*Virginia 140.00 . 145.00 9.00 10.00 164.00 
West Virginia ,.... 20.00 
PNVSGONSIN \......- 40.00 40.00 40.00 
$3,500.00 $1,373.89 $494.61 $470.00 $2,338.50 
$1,373.89 
494.61 
470.00 
$2,338.50 
57.00 for 1932 
$2,281.50 


*Met Quota 


1.00 for 1934 


$2,280.50 Received for 1933 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
For November and December, 1933 


ALABAMA, total 1 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 


CANADA, total 1 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 9 
CONNECTICUT, total 3 


FLORIDA, total 1 
GEORGIA, total 4 
ILLINOIS, total 1 


0 


Mr. Alfred Gorsky 
Mr. Nels Jensen 
Mrs. Minnie L. Peterson, by Mid-West Region Luther League 


(Memorial) 


Wicker Park Luther League, Chicago 


INDIANA, total 6 


St. Peter’s Luther League, Corydon 


IOWA, total 4 


Luther League of Iowa 
First Luther League, Newton 
Mr. Wm. DeReus 


KANSAS, total 3 


Trinity Luther League, Kansas City 


MARYLAND, total 93 


Frederick Luther League, Frederick 
Junior Luther League, Evangelical Lutheran Church, Frederick 


MICHIGAN, total 1 
MINNESOTA, total 8 
MISSISSIPPI 
GERMAN NEBRASKA 
NEBRASKA, total 19 


Luther League of Nebraska 


NEW JERSEY, total 30 


Mr. Alvin Schaediger 


450th Anniversary of Luther’s Birth, by Hudson 


Luther League 


River District 


{ 
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NEW YORK, total 122 
Mrs. A. C. Kramer 
Rey. Fred Heins 
St. James’ Intermediate Luther League, New York 
Mrs. C. A. Ritchie, by Redeemer Luther League, Binghamton 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 28 
St. John’s Senior Luther League, Salisbury 
Rev. F. M. Speagle, by St. Paul’s Senior Luther League, 


OHIO, total 23 
Miss Lois J. Loehrke 
Rev. John Warnes 
First Luther League, Mansfield 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 


PENNSYLVANIA, total 209 

Mr. Chas. W. Fuhr, by Pittsburgh District Luther League 

Miss Hildegarde Schmid, by Pittsburgh District Luther League 

Miss Mary M. Kornman, by Pittsburgh District Luther League 

Mr. David C. Hill, by Pittsburgh District Luther League 

Rev. F. C. Krapf 

Mr. Arthur F. Knies ’ 

Mrs. W. K. Hauser, by Christ Junior Luther League, 
Mahanoy City 

Mr. Chas. F. Ziegler 

Miss Frances S. Haar . 

Rev. A. C. Schenck, by Grace Luther League, Reading 

Rev. J. B. Kniseley, D.D., by Susquehanna District Luther 
League 

St. John’s Intermediate Luther League, Emaus 

Mr. Chas W. Fuhr ; 

Grace Senior Luther League, N. S., Pittsburgh ; 

Prichard Memorial Junior Luther League, Philadelphia 

Grace Luther League, Lancaster 

St. John’s Senior and Intermediate Luther League, 
Phoenixville 

Mr. Warren Dimmig, by Trinity Luther League, Lansdale 

Allentown District Luther League 

Allentown District Luther League 

Miss Martha Schneider (1934) 

Rev. and Mrs. G. E. Miller 

Mr. Musser D. White 

Rev. J. W. Bittner 

Mr. Paul Fritz 

Normal Luther League, Lehighton 

Junior Luther League of Upper Lehigh District 

Hazelton Luther League, Hazelton 

Miss Miriam Wenner 

Mrs. Arthur P. Snyder 

Mr. Ear! Staller, by St. John’s Luther League, 
(Memorial) 

Hope Intermediate Luther League, Reading 

Egypt Luther League, Egypt 

Schuylkill District Luther League 

Mr. Chas. Steele 

Branch No. 4, Pittsburgh District Luther League 

Bethel Luther League, N. S.. Pittsburgh 

Trinity Luther League, Lemoyne 

Mr. John G. Elicker 

Miss Anna Lyter 

Officers, Augsburg Luther League, Harrisburg 

Augsburg Luther League, Harrisburg 

Rev. A. M. Stamets 

Miss LaVene Grove 

Mrs. Jason W. White 

Mr. Earl Heckart 

Miss Ruth Heckman 

St. Peter’s Luther League, Highspire 

St. Stephen’s Senior Luther League, Allentown 

Miss Ethel M. Mosteller, by Christ Luther League, York 

Mr. Harold Baker, by Christ Luther League, Shrewsbury 

Mr. Robert T. Menges 

Mrs. E. R. Krout, by Christ Luther League, Loganville 

Miss Corena Shaull, by St. James’ Luther League, Brogueville 

Mrs. C. L. Warner, by Advent Luther League, York 

Miss Naomi B. Ruby, by Advent Luther League, York 

Mrs. Adam Young, by St. Mark’s Luther League, York 

Miss Annie Gladfelter 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 19 
Mr. James Randall 


TEXAS, total 22 
Rey. F. W. Kern, by Redeemer Intermediate Luther League, 
Houston 
VIRGINIA, total 36 


Christ Luther League, Staunton 
Christ Intermediate Luther League, Staunton 
Mrs. Chas. M. Teufel ; 


Rey. John Fray, by St. Peter’s Intermediate Luth 
Shepherdstown, W. Va. ediate Luther League, 


WEST VIRGINIA 


WISCONSIN, total 5 
Luther League of Wisconsin 
Senior Luther League, Redeemer Church, Milwaukee 


Hordin 


Friedensburg 


A Luther League Review subscription for one year 
will make a worth-while Valentine. Price $1.25. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
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Here are the Stories which the “Little Leaguers’’ will enjoy this year 


General Theme: LEARNING TO LIVE AS GOD’S CHILDREN 


January 
y LEARNING TO HELP GOD’S CHILDREN IN AFRICA 
7 Kembo: A Little Girl of Africa 
14 Mantu 
21 Gifts 
28 ‘Thanks 
February 
LEARNING TO USE THE BEST BOOK—THE BIBLE 
LA ies from “Standard Bible Story Reader, No. 2’’) 
4 he Boy Who Could Be Trusted (Samuel) 
11 The Girl Who Found a Way to Help (Littl ive Mai 
18 A Boy Who Shared His Taito ORE Seale 
25 The Children Come to See Jesus 


March 

LEARNING TO TALK WITH OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
(Prayer) 

4 God Is Near—Talking With Him (Genesis 28:16 

11 Talking to God (Psalm _118:1) Soiree fae 

18 Jesus Praying to Our Heavenly Father—When a Boy in 


Gethsemane 
25 Thanking God for His Gifts Every Day 


April—LEARNING TO ENJOY GOD’S WORLD 
1 Happy Easter 
8 The First New Things (Genesis 2:8, 9) 
5 God’s econ Gifts (The Garden that Awoke) (Ecclesiastes 


Sit) 
22 The Beauty of God’s World 
29 Good Gifts God Gives Us 


May—LEARNING TO HELP AT HOME 
6 Obedience to Our Parents 
13. Working Together at Home 
20 Making Our Home Happy 
27 Sharing Our Home 
June—LEARNING TO WORK AND PLAY TOGETHER 


1 At Play In God’s World 
8 Working and Playing at Home 


15 Working and Playing at School 
22 Skaring Play and Work with Our Friends 
29 Playtime 


July—LEARNING TO HELP GOD’S CHILDREN iN CHINA 


3 Wee Wong and Mary Jane Ann 
10 Ah Lan, the Peddler 

Vee eect 

24 Found 


August—LEARNING TO TAKE CARE OF GOD’S GIFTS 


5 Flowers 

12 Birds and God’s Creatures (animals, pets) 
19 God’s Beautiful Summer World 

26 Sharing God’s Gifts 


September—LEARNING TO WORK FOR JESUS 


2 <A Girl Who Took Care of Her Brother (Miriam) 
9 A Boy Who Helped an Old Man (Samuel) 

16 Helping Older People (John 13:34) 

23 A Boy Who Saved His Uncle (Acts 23:12-31) 
30 Some Helpers Today 


October—LEARNING ABOUT GOD’S HOUSE 


7 Coming to God’s House 
14 Learning His Stories 
21 Learning About Jesus 
28 Going to Church 


November—LEARNING TO SAY “THANK YOU’ 


*4 Thankful For All Gifts 
11 Sight and Hearing 

18 Food and Clothes 

25 Church 


Dcecember—LEARNING TO SHARE OUR CHRISTMAS 


2 Sharing the Christmas Story 

9 Sharing Christmas at Home 

6 Sharing Christmas With Others 
3 A Christmas Program 

0 Christmas I.verywhere 


bobOh bh bob bob 


News From Over The League Field 


CANADA 


“Jesus, Still Lead On’’ was the theme of the annual convention 
of the Kitchener District at its meeting in Milverton on October 9th. 
Rev. H. Baetz of Chesley delivered a very inspiring sermon_appro- 
priate to the theme. After words of welcome by Rey. E. Goman, 
pastor loci, by Miss Isabel Siegner, President of the local League, 
and by Mr. B. McMaine Beeve, of Milverton, favorable reports of 
all committees were given. 


The afternoon session was opened with devotions by Rev. G. 
Schultz. Rev. H. F. Gruhn, chairman of the Extension Committee, 
reported that the Leagues of Gadshill, Conestogo and Bridgeport 
were applying for membership. President George Albrecht welcomed 
the new Leagues. The election of officers resulted as follows: Presi- 
dent, Carl Bennewitz; Vice-President, Rev. S._J--Wittig; Secnetary- 
Treasurer, Gracienne Dean; additional Executive members, Mildred 
Appel and Lester Timm. It was decided that a five cent per capita 
tax be levied according to the statistics given to the Luther League 
of Canada. The convention voted that Junior, Intermediate, Life 
‘Service and Missionary Secretaries be appointed by the new Exec- 
utive. As the Hamilton District has contributed to a softball 
cup, the Kitchener District voted $4 for the same purpose. After 
4 discussion it was decided that the District should condemn the 
promotion of Luther League Dances. Two programs should be sent 
to each League at least two weeks prior to the next convention. 
The next convention will be held for one day only, and not for 
two as was suggested. The Thirteen Point Program will be used 
next year. It was decided that the softball team include. both 
young men and young women. After considerable discussion it was 
agreed that Luther League conventions may charge a moderate ban- 


quet and registration fee if the entertaining League so wishes. 


The finals of the debating schedule were held between First 
English Intermediate League of Kitchener and Elmira on the sub- 
ject, “Resolved, That newspapers should not be able to print de- 
tails of crimes.” Mr. Fred Dean, Elmer Lipski and Miss Berlett 
of First English Intermediate League upheld the affirmative side 
and Margaret Jung, Hazel Dreisinger and Arthur Jury of Elmira 
supported the negative side. 

Invitations for mext year’s convention 
Elmira and St. Peter’s, Kitchener. 

Over two hundred Leaguers enjoyed a_ delicious banquet, at 
which Bill Appel acted as toastmaster. The new President ex- 
pressed his appreciation to those who elected him to office. A vote 
of thanks was tendered the Milverton League for their splendid 
hospitality. Rev. S. J. Wittig presented a shield to Harry Wil- 
liams, as President of First English Senior League of Kitchener, 
in recognition as that League obtained ninety points—the highest 
number in the Thirteen Point Program. George Albrecht pre- 
sented the attendance banner to Mr. Elmer Rudow of Elmira, as 
that League had the largest representation, viz: eighteen. Miss E. 


were received from 


Rudy as the chairman of the judges of the debate announced that 
the negative side supported by Elmira, had won by a narrow margin. 
Carl Bennewitz presented a silver cup to St. Peter’s softball team, 
the winners of the District. John Lauman expressed his pleasure 
at the progress the Kitchener District has made. Karl Knauft gave 
a brief address on the Workers’ Conference. The Milverton League 
concluded the banquet by presenting a clever one act play. 

The new Executive appointed the following to office: Junior 
Secretary, Helen Haas; Intermediate Secretary, Carl Williams ; 
Missionary Secretary, Miss Sararas; Life Service Secretary, Dorothy 
Kelterborne. 

The mixed softball team of St. Peter’s, Kitchener, are the soft- 
ball champions of the Luther League of Canada. On September 
30th, in Galt, they defeated Preston in the second game of the finals 
16-1. Previously they were victorious over Preston by the score 
of 13-9. In the semi-finals they defeated Stratford in the third 
game 13-9. The line-up of the winning team is ‘as follows: catcher, 
G. Hiller; pitcher, F. Hiller, B. Dotzenroth; first base, I. Hiller; 
second base, D. Mitchell; short stop, B. Plomske, L. Rau; third 
base, E. Graber; left field, I. Melchin; center field, E. Dotzenroth ; 
right field, G. Becker, H. Hiller, M. Schaefer. 

At the Kitchener District Convention, Mr. Albert Kuhns_as 
manager of St. Peter’s team, was presented with a cup for the Dis- 
trict championship. ‘The Luther League of Canada will also pre- 
smut a cup in recognition of the Luther League of Canada champion- 
ship. 

“Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth” was the 
text chosen by Rev. A. Buehlow, who spoke at the fall rally of 
the Hamilton District held in Galt on September 30th. The sermon 
which will long be retained was divided into four parts. Remember 
thy Creator in prayer, meditation, praise and in proper living. Those 
in attendance were much impressed with the sermon. 

In the afternoon the finals of the softball championship were 
played. St. Peter’s of Kitchener defeated Preston 16-1. 

A banquet was held at 5:30 at yhich George Barker presided as 
toastmaster. Mr. Mickus accompanied on the piano by Mr. 
Ross favored with several vocal solos. 

KARL KNAUFF 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
National Convention Transportation Committee 


Tt was the sentiment of the convention that our District should 
be represented at the next convention of the Luther League of 
America, probably in 1935, and that an earnest effort should be made 
from this time on to raise funds to help send a delegate. It was 
decided that this matter should be taken before each local League 
for their approval. Each League is asked, on approving this, to 
appoint one of its members to take charge of this project. 
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These appointed Leaguers are to make up the National Con- 
vention Transportation Committee, under the chairmanship of Marvin 
C. Johnson, Route 4, Box 130, Vancouver, Washington. 


The District has set no definite sum to be raised, so there will 
be no quotas assigned to the Leagues. Each group can use its own 
method of raising its funds for this. Put this matter before your 
League at its November meeting, and then let’s have the co-opera- 
tion of everyone in “putting over” this project. 


PRESIDENT RALPH LUEDTKE 


CONNECTICUT 


A Reformation Day Service commemorating the 450th, anni- 
versary of the birthday of Martin Luther was presented on Sunday 
evening, October 29th, by the Senior Luther League of Concordia 
Lutheran Church, Manchester. 


The entire service was conducted by its members. Leaguer 
Pearl O. Dreger delivered the address, using as a theme, “‘What 
Reformation Day Means to Us.” It contained an inspiring mes- 
sage, youthful in fervor and mature in conviction. President Fred 
E. Werner was organist for the occasion. Their pastor, Rev. Karl 
Richter, an ardent Luther Leaguer, commended the group in their 
initial League service, during his remarks, and exhorted the con- 
gregation to stand by them in their endeavor to be loyal Leaguers 
and exemplary leaders in the future church. 


Among those present were Louis C. Schenk, President of the 
State Luther League, and League President Fred Mletschnig of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hartford. 


1 MARYLAND 


The third annual workers’ conference of the executive committee 
of the Luther League of the Maryland Synod and of the various 
Distriets was held in Bethany Lutheran Church, Baltimore, Octo- 
ber 29, convening at 3 o’clock and closing with the fellowship hour. 


The devotions at the beginning of the session were in charge 
of Rev. H. L. Gerstmyer, pastor of Bethany Church. 


Two general conferences were conducted. One, ‘“‘Rules of Order 
For a Young People’s Group,” was very ably led by Herbert Kuenne, 
President of the. Walther Leagues of the Missouri Lutheran Church 
of Baltimore. Mr. Kuenne stressed the importance of conducting 
business meetings according to parliamentary procedure. Two ac- 
complished musicians, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Whitten of Tacoma 
Park, presented the subject; ‘‘Music Appreciation.” They gave 
the histories of some of the most beloved of our hymns, emphasized 
the part music plays in a devotional meeting, and suggested prac- 
tical ways of varying the hymns. 


Group conferences followed led by the Synodical Secretaries 
who are the following: Education, John T. Loveless, Jr.; Life 
Service, Miss Helen Marker; Missionary, Miss Mary Mathaney; 
Intermediate, Miss Edna Werner; Junior, Miss Margaret Rohrer; 
Sustaining Membership, Miss Gladys Broeker; Publicity, Miss 
Margaret Fry; Extension, Fred Entler. Each Secretary presented 
the work of his department for the year and gave instruction re- 
garding the best methods to be employed to produce the desired 
results. Miss Jeanne Lampson, director of Baltimore Council of 
Religious Education, spoke to the elected officers. 


At the fellowship hour, Fred N. Heise, President of the Mary- 
land Synodical Luther League, delivered an address, “What Youth 
Can Do.” Mr. Heise urged the young people to use their talents 
and enthusiasm for Christ and the Church. 


Approximately one hundred twenty-five Leaguers were present 
as were also visitors from the American and Missouri Lutheran 
Churches. 


_The committee in charge of arrangements was Fred P. Entler, 
chairman; Miss Emma Collenberg, Edward R. Hooper, and Fred 


N. Heise. 
MARGARET E. FRY 


THE MISSOURI VALLEY DISTRICT 


Miles mean nothing to the Luther Leaguers out on the plains 
of Iowa, Nebraska and thereabouts. And when the new Missouri 
Valley District Luther League was organized in the early part of 
November, the biggest question was, ‘How large shall the District 
be? Omaha and Council Bluffs, cities just across the Missouri 
bridge from each other, were set as the nucleus of the organization, 
and the new officers were quick to remind their neighbors out in 
the State that the Valley of the Missouri is a large one. 


The District rally was held on November 11 and 12 in 
at Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church. About 150 pat ee 
opening banquet, which was a traditional November feast of turkey 
and cranberry sauce. There was an entertaining program of 
music and ventriloquism, after which the address of the evening 
was given by Rey. Alfred J. Beil, of Des Moines. Rev. Beil used 
me nally re eee lem pies for his text, pointing out in his 
eloquent way tha ea is all around us an i 
when we learn to follow Christ. bieitarieatiee anys ore 


The second day of the rally was the great da f 
Church on which the 450th anniversary aa eee See Ae 
brated. Leaguers observed the anniversary by joining all the Lu- 
theran churches in Omaha and Council Bluffs in their combined 
service at Kountze Memorial. Rev. Andreas Bard of Kansas City 
delivered the sermon, and made history and the Reformation a real 
and living picture in the minds of all his listeners that night. 


The afternoon session of the rally featured Rev. 
of Fremont, Nebraska. who won the Leaguers’ hearts Heer or 
their enthusiasm in such a way at their State convention during 
the summer that they wanted him again for their rally. Rey. Pryor 
used the “Follow Me” subject for his address, ; 


Intermediate Luther Leaguers of Kountze Memorial had ch 
of the regular Sunday evening devotional, and 235 Weacuean 
tended. There was a talk on stamp collecting by Paul Traub, there 
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were special musical numbers and a boys’ quartet, and there was a 
sbornplag which depicted the beginning of an Intermediate League. 

At the business session held in the afternoon, Nels Hansen of St. 
John’s, Council Bluffs, was elected President. Irene ‘Hansen, of 
First English, Omaha, was chosen Vice-President, and Margaret 
Fischer and Clifford Gash, both of Kountze, Omaha, were elected 
Secretary and Treasurer respectively. The following are some of 
the other towns represented at the rally: Lincoln, Fremont, Leigh 


in Nebraska; Sioux City, Des Moines and Newton in Lowey ie 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

The semi-annual conventions of the District Luther Leagues 
of South Carolina were held during the fall months. These meet- 
ings marked by good attendance, enthusiasm, and inspiration were 
the successful promoters of another League year of intensive work. 
Splendid programs answer for the success of the District conven- 
tions. Convention themes were: 

Lexington District—‘‘A Consecrated Christian In a Changing 
World With a Constant Charge.” 

Newberry District—‘‘The Master Is Come and Calleth For 
Thee.” 

Piedmont District—“‘Lord, Teach Us to Pray.” 

Richland District—‘“Know Jesus Through the Luther League.” 

Southern District—‘‘Loyalty.” 

Some interesting items gathered from the Districts’ programs 
of work are: 

Lexington—The District objective is to have each League de- 
velop thoroughly the Luther League program along with particular 
emphasis on the participation and co-operation of each League in 
the District program. 

Newberry—To have every League conduct a Mission Study 
Class is the aim of the District. Books for the classes are being 
furnished by this organization. 

Piedmont—The objectives for the year: ‘‘Every Luther Leaguer 
a Daily Bible Reader” and “In Every Luther League Home the 
Family Altar.” 


Richland—‘“‘Every Lutheran Young Person a Member of the 
Luther League” is the aim of this District. 


Southern—Slogan: ‘‘Charleston for 1935 National Luther League 
Convention.”’ 
J. O. KEMPSON 


MICHIGAN 


In November the Leagues of Ann Arbor, Lansing, Saginaw and 
Flint rallied together for the purpose of forming a new District in 
the Upper Michigan District. This rally was held in the Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Flint, and about seventy-five persons at- 
tended. The opening devotionals were led by Rev. L. F. Gunder- 
man of the host church. 


At the business “session a temporary chairman and officers were 
elected, Miss Jane Gunderman is the temporary chairman. A con- 
stitution will be drawn up in the near future, the committee can- 
sisting of the temporary officers and the Presidents of the various 
Leagues will compose the constitution. 


Harold W. Sundberg of Battle Creek, President of the Synodi- 
cal League, spoke in the afternoon and gave greetings of the other 
Districts. Later he led the discussion of ‘Improving Our Methods 
of Carrying On the Father’s Business.”” The theme of the rally was 
“Our Father’s Business.” 


In the evening at 6 F. M. a supper was served in the basement. 
At the evening service Rev. Gunderman oificiated, assisted by Rev. 
F. P. Madsen, who preached the sermon, using as his subject, ‘‘Pro- 
moting the Father’s Business.”” Special music was rendered by the 
Misses L. Scherer, F Morrew, and M. Snyder. The next meeting 
of the District will be held in Trinity Lutheran Church, Ann 
Arbor, Rev. Henry Yoder, pastor. , 


Treasurer Ralph Miller announced that the Leagues of Holy 
Trinity of South Bend and St. Luke’s of Logansport are the only 
two Leagues of the Synod paid in full. Both Leagues are in the 
South Bend District. 


_ The fall rally cf the Fort Wayne District Luther League was 
held at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church at Uniondale, October 29th. 
The afternoon session opened with devotionals led by Paul Schwartz 
of Uniondale. Harold Sundberg, President, gave the afternoon ad- 
dress, speaking on “Service.” : 

The following officers were elected: President, Rev. W. D. 
Oberholtzer, Kokomo; Vice-President, Mrs. Harry Emrick, Ft. 
Wayne; Recording Secretary, Miss Frances Saltsman, Auburn; 
Treasurer, Luther Keil, Ft. Wayne; Corresponding Secretary, Miss 
Mildred Miller, Uniondale. 


_ At the evening meeting Rev. H. T. Neve delivered the sermon. 
His subject was “The Just Shall Live By Faith.” 


: The annual business meeting of the Detroit District was held 
in Luther Memorial Church, Detroit, on Thursday, November 16. 
This being the Reformation season, the meeting opened with the use 
of the suitable hymn, ‘““A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,’’ followed 
by a prever offered by Rev. C. Jensen. 


The main feature of the evening was the election of officers, 
the installation being in the form of the Candlelight Installation 
Service. Those officers elected and installed included President 
Lawrence Ammon; First. Vice-President, Bernard W. Cruse; Second 
Vice-President, Robert Graham; Third Vice-President, Ethel Swan- 
son; Corresponding Secretary, Louanna Schnitzel; Recording Secre- 
tary, Dcrothy Tweedle; Treasurer, Cecil Tweedle. Rev. M. E. 
Canup, D.D., installed the officers. After the meeting adjourned 
the Leagvers assembled in the basement of the church for tefresh- 
ments and entertainment. 


_ Trinity Lutheran Church of Ft. Wayne is very alive with 
activity. The report received shows of their progress along differ- 
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ent lines They report that their attendances are between 40 and 
50 for tke devotional services, giving the main credit to the Mem- 
bership Committee. Following the meeting on December 20th, 
their annual Christmas party will be held, at which time each mem- 
ber of the League will donate a toy. These toys are later dis- 
tributed to poor children, whose homes are made brighter at Christ- 


mas by the giving of these inexpensive to G 
ates Cane pens ys by the members of 


The Southwest Michigan District League will meet i ini 
x = t in Trinit 
Church, Kalamazoo, on January 2lst. 2 Cec, 


FREDERICK ANDERSON 


NEW YORK 


_ The October issue of the ‘‘Mirror” contains a report that the 
office of Regional Secretary for New York, New Jersey and Con- 
necticut has been discontinued. The United Synod of New York 
has been especially fortunate in its choice for Executive Secretary 
for young people’s work and it is with a deep sense of appreciation 
for her loyal and deyoted service that they bid farewell to Miss 
Ethel R. Tussing in her official capacity. 


The “New Deal” spirit has permeated even New York State 
Leaguers. In order to change the emphasis in the Sixteen Point 
Program from a striving to execute it in a literal sense for the 
honor that might accrue to the League, to the attitude that they 
will do their best for the glory of Christ and His Church, a new 
program “Guideposts to Luther League Achievement” has been 
adopted. The Leaguers are rallying with a new spirit and acting 
upon President Thiem’s suggestion that we adopt our own code— 

We do our part—for our God, for our Church, and for our 
Luther League.” 


Based on the new program, Long Island District has outlined 
a program covering suggested plans for each month of the year, 
The program is a challenge to every League in the District and it 
aaa Ure New York State will once more be hearing from Long 
sland. 


_ The Leaguers of the State, and more especially of the metro- 
politan area, are taking full advantage of the presence of Rev. Fred 
Heins, their 1eturned missionary from Japan. He has been most 
gracious in assisting at conventions, rallies and local League meet- 
ings. 

On November 2nd the Protestant chapel at Craig Colony, 
Sonyea, was dedicated. Dr. Samuel Trexler dedicated the chapel 
and preached the dedicatory sermon. The Leaguers of New York 
State are glad to have had the opportunity to share in the building 
of this interdenominational chapel which was so much needed. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The month of November in Pennsylvania saw most Districts 
holding or making final plans for their fall conventions. The month, 
however, was one of particular activity as it maked again thei holding 
of what has become known as our state-wide rally—simultaneous 
meetings of the various Districts of the State League. 


This year the various Districts held their rallies Tuesday, No- 
vember 28th as follows: Altoona District, Altoona, Pa., B-M-C 
District, Norristown, Pa., Erie District, Erie, Pa., Greensburg Dis- 
trict, West Newton, Pa., Northeastern District, Wilkes-Barre and 
Scranton, Pa., Philadelphia District, Philadelphia, Pa., Ridgeway 
District, Ridgeway, Pa., and Upper Lehigh Valley District, Upper 
Mauch Chunk, Pa. The largest meeting was that of the combined 
Harrisburg, York and Lancaster Districts held in the forum of 
the new Educational Building on the capitol grounds, Harrisburg, 
at which over 1900 people attended. 


“Around the State With Our Districts 
Allentown—St. Paul’s League, Catasaqua, has tried an interest- 


ing series of groups so that the members will have something to 
learn and do during their leisure time. These groups commenced 
October 1st and will continue until the latter part of February. 
The groups are, namely: choral, literature (reading course discus- 
sions and reports), etiquette and dramatic. 

Altoona District—In conjunction with its part in the state-wide 
rally program, Altoona held its annual convention and election of 


officers, Tuesday, November 28th, in Temple Lutheran Church, 
Altoona. Miss Cornelia Cathcart of Clearfield was re-elected Presi- 
dent. The convention theme was ‘‘Follow Thou Me.” 


Northeastern District held its 68th convention November 11th 
in Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Kingston. The principal address 
on the program was that of Dr. Nathan R. Melhorn, editor of 
“The Lutheran,” who spoke on the 450th anniversary of the birth of 
Martin Luther. Kenneth Hildebrand was elected President, suc- 
ceeding G. A. Walters. 

Lancaster District also chose November 11th for its 39th annual 
convention—the conyention theme ‘“The Luther League Organized 
for Service.’ Harvey Sweigert of Reamstown was re-elected Presi- 
dent. State and National League officers, headed by the National 
Executive Secretary, Rev. P. M. Kinports, were on the program. 

Philadelphia District in conjunction with its part in the state- 
wide rally, celebrated its 40th anniversary. The rally was held in 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Mt. Airy. This church is itself. a 
historic landmark, tracing its beginning back to the early Colonial 
days of Germantown. Of particular interest were historical facts 
presented by the local pastor, Rev. Hemsath and the speaker of the 
evening, Rev. Kenneth Otten, pastor of St. John’s, Melrose Park. 


The minutes of the organization meeting of the District and 
other early District records were described and presented to those 
present by Miss Zinziner one of the original District members. 
Former District leaders present included Francis C. Leupold (also 
former State resident) and C. Harry Heinz. 

York ‘District also chose November 11th for its convention— 
the 39th annual—held in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, York. The 
convention theme was ‘Looking Unto Jesus.” The principal address 
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of the sessions was that delivered by Rev. J. B. Baker, pastor of 
St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, York, Pa., ‘‘Looking, Not Argu- 
ing. 
MARVIN H. ECKARDT 
OHIO 
What stirring conventions we’ve had in Ohio! 


ference Luther 
“God With Us.” 


Central Con- 
Leagues met at Zanesville to consider the theme, 
. _Southern Conference Leaguers, meeting in Spring- 
field, struck a high note in their experience by ‘‘Looking Unto 
Jesus. These two conventions having been reported, we merely 
mention them now. 


¢ The two Conferences most recently convening were Eastern and 
Western. How inspiring it was to them in earnest quest of the 
deeper life. The Luther Leaguers of Eastern Conference, meeting © 
in Trinity Lutheran Church, Lakewood, November 3, 4, hurled to 
the world the challenge: “Christ Everywhere.” At the opening 
meeting on Friday evening, Rev. T. D. Holland impressed the dele- 
gates with ‘The Universality of Christ.’ Following, the Sacra- 
ment of Holy Communion was administered. 
An interesting feature of the Saturday sessions was the dis- 
cussion group plan of studying the topics: “Christ In the Devo- 
tional Meeting,’’ led by Olen A. Peter; ‘‘Christ In the Social Meet- 


ing,’”” led by Rev. Chas. Liebgott; and ‘‘Christ Through League 
Missions,’ led by Rev. Joseph Frease. 
Rev. B. Lambert, pastor of the entertaining church, and 


Rev. M. Dean Shafer of St. James, Cleveland, conducted the con- 
vention devotionals. In the business session, the following officers 
were elected: President, Nevin Stover, Youngstown; First Vice- 
President, Paul Wagner, Akron; Second Vice-President, Raymond 
Rice, Oldtown; Recording Secretary, Elizabeth Haymaker, Warren; 
Statistical Secretary, Dorothy Yerian, Cambridge; Treasurer, Harold 
Lange, Akron; Executive Committee, Faye Kughler, Stone Creek, 
and Rev. Joseph Frease, Strasburg. 


_Simultaneously with the convention of the Senior Leaguers, the 
Juniors and Intermediates of the same Conference were in conven- 
tion. The Juniors had for their theme: ‘‘To show that children may 
learn and live the Christian life.” The Intermediates centered their 
program in the theme of the general convention, subdividing it as 
follows: “Christ In Our Worship,” “Christ In Our School Work” 
and “Christ In Our Play.’’ They elected to office: Jeanette Hoyt, 
Cleveland, President; Laura Marie Stitzline, Akron, Vice-President ; 
Arline Hurth, Lakewood, Secretary; and Virginia Goudy, Canton, 
Treasurer. 


The grand finale of the convention took the form of a banquet, 
which was served Saturday evening. Rev. Lambert acted as toast- 
master, the Heiser sisters provided most enjoyable accordion music, 
and Aubrey Bowen charmed the delegates with his delightful ad- 
dress. Tribute must be paid to the splendid way in which the 
Trinity Leaguers under the direction of David Bendfelt, managed 
the convention and entertained the guests. 


Turning to the Western Conference Convention we are no less 
impressed by the success of the program presented at St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church, Lima, December 1, 2. Rev. J. W. Berger is 
pastor of this church. 


The Leaguers attending this convention considered the problem 
of the ‘Christian Youth In the World of Today.’ Their deep in- 
terest in the problem was shown by the splendid discussion groups 
and addresses. Rev. D. T. Holland spoke on the subject: ‘‘Educat- 
ing Youth for Christ,” Rev. G. W. Miley on the subject: “How 
to Share Our Gospel In These Times,” and Executive Secretary 
Warnes on “The Present Challenge of Christ.” 


A most unusual service was held on Friday evening, when it 
was the privilege of the delegates to hear a forceful and interesting 
sermon concerning the “Family Altar’? by Rev. F. W. Otterbein, 
who is noted for his outstanding success in instituting family wor- 
ship in the homes of the members of North Austin Lutheran Church 
in Chicago. It may be said here that the Luther Leaguers of the 
Western Conference are taking a deep interest in the “Home Altar” 
project, and have already taken great strides to place it in the homes 
they represent. 

In the discussion groups the following themes were considered : 
“My Prayer Life—Is It Effective?’’; “‘Edueating Our Seniors and 
Intermediates”; “Educating Our Juniors’; “Better Socials—A 
Means of Educating”; ‘‘Better Devotions—A Means of Educating” ; 
“The Family Altar As a Means of Sharing Our Gospel’; ‘The 
Ministry As a Vocation;” and “Choosing My Life Work.” The 
leaders were Elmer Lehman, Lois Loehrke, Alice Bolton, Olen 
Peter, Helen Gottfried, Sister Alma Boarts, Irving Gressman, Joe 
Rinderknecht, Harold Franklin, and Rev. Dana Johnson. 


The final, and not the least interesting feature of the convention, 
was the banquet at 1 P. M. Saturday. Rev. G. F. Weissling pre- 
sided as toastmaster, and Rev. W. W. Ebert gave the address, which 
will remain to move the hearers to greater action in_the work of 
the Kingdom. Rev. Berger was convention chaplain, Miss Loehrke 
presided over business sessions, while Miss Zetta Mae Peter and 
Mr. Richard Yost had charge of the Friday afternoon and Saturday 
morning sessions. 

In the election of officers, Miss Loehrke was returned to the 
Presidency, Miss Peter to the office of Recording Secretary, and 
Mr. Gressman to the Treasurership. New officers are Miss Kathryn 
Benedict, Vice-President; Miss Virginia, Arft, Corresponding Secre- 
tary; and Rev. D. T. Holland as advisor to the Executive Com- 
mittee. The pastor and Leaguers of Lima won a place in the hearts 


of the delegates for their cordial reception and entertainment. 


The Luther League of Ohio held its Fifth Annual Junior In- 
stitute on November 11 and 12 in Second-Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Dayton, Ohio. The institute was largely directed by Sister Alma 
Béarts, Junior Secretary for the Luther League of Ohio. Her open- 
ing address had to do with the importance of working with children. 
Sister Lucille Lyerly of Miamisburg spoke of the Bible work of the 
Juniors. Executive Secretary John Warnes discussed the problem 
of a greater Junior League of Ohio. The Saturday evening session 
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was addressed by Rev. James Miller, Sister Lucille, and Miss Myrtle 
Rogers. Miss Rogers spoke on the missionary work of the Junior 
League. On Sunday afternoon, the Junior Luther Leaguers of St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church, Springfield, presented the pageant: “The 
Church Year In Song,” after which Miss Florence Dutton of Spring- 
field explained the Junior League program. Miss Hulda Sallee, 
President of the Southern Conference Luther League, addressed the 
institute concerning the ‘‘Relationship of a Conference President to 
the Junior League,” and Mr. Ed. Driscoll, President of the Luther 
League of Ohio expressed his ideas on the ‘Relationship of the 
Senior to the Junior Luther League.’ Mrs. Paul Miller of Spring- 
field and a number of St. Luke’s Juniors presented the Junior Read- 
ing Course books. Plans were made for the next institute, and for 
Junior conventions for the four Conferences of the Luther League 
of Ohio. 
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Federations meeting recently were the Toledo, the Canton- 
Youngstown, and the Tuscarawas County. At the Toledo meet, 
which was held in Hope Church, October 26, Rev. K. Jay Bishop 
spoke on the ‘Home Altar.” President Rinderknecht, and Toledo 
Leaguers are taking an active part in the State extension program. 
At the Tuscarawas County Federation, which convened at Baltic on 
November 19, Miss Emma Baer presented a very interesting picture 
of her work as missionary to India. Aubrey Bowen, assisted by 
Richard Albert, gave a lantern lecture on “HWammockland,”’ or 
British Guiana, Mr. Bowen’s home land. A large group of 
Leaguers from the Canton-Youngstown area gathered at Greenford 
on Sunday, December 3, for another of their most excellent meetings. 


But we must save some news till next time, so Ohio says, 
“Au revoir.” 
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TOPIC DISCUSSION—Junior, Intermediate, Senior 


SENIOR TOPICS 
MONTHLY THEME—THE BIBLE ANSWERS QUESTIONS 


February 4, 1934 
Sexagesima Sunday 
WHERE HAVE WE COME FROM? 
John 1:1-4 
(By Rev. Alvin E. Bell, D.D.) 

It is the most natural thing in the world to ask of 
anything that interests us, “Where did this come from?” 
“Who made this?” It is equally natural for us to ask: 
“Whence did I come?” “Why am I here?” “Whither 
am I going?” “What should I do?’ “How should I 
live?” “What of my neighbor?” Where shall we find 
answers to these questions? 


Science and Religion 

Science may help us find the answer to some of 
these questions, but the clearest light we have upon 
them is shed upon them by religion. And let it be 
clearly understood that there is no conflict between 
true science and true religion. All truth is God’s truth 
whether discovered by the theologian in his cloister or 
by the scientist in his laboratory. 

Even in the account of creation as given us in 
Genesis, chapters 1 and 2, there need be no conflict. 
It should be borne in mind that the Bible’s chief con- 
‘cern in the creation story is not with the “how” and 
“when” of creation, but rather with the “who” and 
“why” of creation. 


Where Science Stops 

- Science at its best is balked in its search for an- 
swers to three vital questions which instantly arise and 
demand answer, viz: (1) “Whence came matter?” (2) 
“Whence came life?’ (3) “Whence came man?” The 
“evolutionary theory” may make interesting discover- 
ies within each of these three realms. But at the points 
where it would pass from one to the other it is con- 
fronted with an unbridged chasm or “missing link”, and 
must confess, “we do not know; we can not say; we are 
still continuing the search.” 


Where Religion Goes On 

But religion has no such “missing links.’ But at 
the very points at which science stops at an impasse, 
religion finds God explaining the impasse with the 
“created,” which quite interestingly is found only at 
these three unbridged gaps of science: (1) ‘Whence 
came matter?” Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth’; (2) “Whence came 
life?” Genesis 1:21, “And God created the great sea 


monsters, and every living creature that moveth, etc.”; 
(3) “Whence came man?” ‘Genesis 1:27, “And God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them.” 

God’s Word uses this term “created” very sparingly. 
Elsewhere the term “made” is used. But the term 
“created” bridges the gap for which science has as yet 
but “missing links.” So religion, even in the account 
of creation, does not contradict true science, but it does 
supplement science and go beyond its farthest bounds. 
It fathoms depths otherwise unfathomable. 

It is as becoming of the scientist as it is of the theo- 
logian to confess, “Now we see through a glass darkly.” 
True humility becomes every searcher for truth regard- 
less of whether he makes his quest in the name of sci- 
ence or of religion. 

Prof. Dr. Hanser, of the University of Erlangen, 
one of the leading pathological anatomists of the day, 
said, “The deeper I go into natural science, and the 
more the glorious wonders of nature disclose themselves, 
the closer do I come to the conclusion of how far 
science is from a real solution of the world enigma. 
There are regions into which the poor human brain can 
never penetrate. The teachings of pantheism can neither 
satisfy me either. For to the conception of God must 
be bound those of consciousness of existence, capacity 
of thought, and free will. It is certain that a nation 
that has largely lost belief in God and in transcendental 
things falls irretrievably to the lowest materialism, and 
therewith to destruction.” 


What Leaders In Science Believe 

So, according to this scientist it does not matter 
how we answer these questions about “where have we ° 
come from?” The answer of atheistic materialism is 
degrading and destructive. The answer of Christianity 
is enobling, satisfying and inspiring, 

Dr. Heber D. Curtis, director of the Allegheny 
Observatory, Pittsburgh, says, “Scientific study leads 
us inevitably to a wider, more wonderful and more awe- 
inspiring comprehension of the universe; nor can such 
study, if it be rightly regarded, diminish any belief in 
God or the teachings of the Nazarene. Could one form- 
ulate the creed of a reverent scientist (and their num- 
ber is legion, despite the assertion of evangelistic ‘ex- 
horters’) it would perhaps read: ‘I believe that God 
created and is still creating the heavens and the earth 
and all that in them js’.” 
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Willis R. Whitney, Ph.D., Ch.D., Director Research 
Laboratory, General Electric Company, says, “It would 
seem a poor religion, indeed, which depended upon our 
feeble, continually changing, though growing, science, or 
which made a scientist any more eligible than a child for 
any blessing it provides.” 

Lord Kelvin, one of the leading scientists of the 
last generation, said, “If you think strongly enough, 
you will be forced by science to believe in God.” 

Thus it will be found that the leading scientists of 
this and other generations are a humble and reverent 
lot and that a goodly proportion of them have been and 
still are devout Christians. 

Dr. Pierson in his “Many Infallible Proofs” has this 
interesting paragraph bearing on our subject: 

“The fact of the vast host of stars is a 
modern discovery. Hipparchus, about a century and a 
half before Christ, gave the number of stars as 1,022 and 
Ptolemy, in the beginning of the second century of the 
Christian era, could find but 1,025. We may on a clear 
night, with the unaided eye, see only 1,160, or, if we 
could survey the whole celestial sphere, about 3,000. 
But when the telescope began to be pointed to the 
heavens, less than three centuries ago, by Galileo, then 
for the first time men began to know that Jeremiah was 
right when he made the stars as countless as the sands 
of the seashore. When Lord Rosse’s instrument turned 
its great mirror to the sky, lo, the number of visible 
stars increased to nearly 400,000,000! And Herschel 
compares the multitude of them to glittering dust scat- 
tered on the black background of the heavens. When 
John Herschel, at the foot of the dark continent, re- 
solves the nebulae into suns, and Lord Rosse, as with 
the eye of a Titan, finds in the cloudy scarf about Orion 
‘a gorgeous bed of stars’ and the very Milky Way itself 
proves to be simply a grand procession of stars abso- 
lutely without number—how true is the exclamation of 
Jeremiah, 600 years before Christ, 2,200 years before 
Galileo: “The host of heaven cannot be numbered!” 
(Jeremiah 33:22.) Who taught Jeremiah astronomy?” 

Certainly the Biblical statements “In the begin- 
ning God created” (Genesis 1:1) and “In the beginning 
was the word, etc.” (John 1:1) give us the most ade- 
quate and satisfying account imaginable of the origin 
of man and his universe. 

It adequately explains man’s dual nature: his spirit- 
ual nature akin to the breath of God and his physical 
nature akin to the dust from which it sprang. 
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February 11, 1934 
Quinquagesima Sunday 
WHAT’S THE MATTER? 


Romans 1:18-25; Mark 16:16 
(By Rey. Alvin E. Bell, D.D.) 


“How do people get this way?” is a very fair ques- 
tion and one that must suggest itself to every thinking 
person. And the Bible gives us the most satisfying and 
adequate answer to this as to many others of the ques- 
tions that insistently arise within us and demand an- 
swer. In our Lord’s parable of the tares among the 
wheat (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) we have an analogy 
to creation as God planned it and its present condition 
since sin has entered in. The questions, “Didst not 
thou sow good seed in the field? From whence then 
hath it tares?” and the answer, “An enemy hath done 
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this,” indicates the answer to the questions, “What's 
the matter?” and “How do people get this way?” 

Upon the completion of His creative work we read 
in Genesis 1:31 “And God saw everything that he had 
made, and behold, it was very good.’ Contrast with 
that picture of perfection the shameful picture of man’s 
degradation as a result of his sin in turning from the 
worship of the Creator to the worship of the creature, 
as he “changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into 
an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
four-footed beasts, and creeping things” (Romans 1:23.) 
Note the downward course of sin traced in these words: 
from the worship of the uncorruptible God to the wor- 
ship of corruptible man, bird, beast, snake. The path 
of sin is always after this pattern, down, down, down. 

The Bible gives us 42 different words for sin—thirty 
different Hebrew words in the Old Testament and twelve 
different Greek words in the New Testament giving us 
in these terms such varied ideas as guilt, error, tres- 
pass, transgression, missing the mark, shortcoming, 
lapse or fall, go astray, etc. Manifestly the Bible has a 
good bit to say about “how we got this way.” 

In this connection it is important that we distin- 
guish between “sin” and “‘sins” for the one is the seed 
and root and the other is the plant or fruit. “Sin” is 
what we are, “sins” are what we do, “sin” is the sore, 
“sins” are the secretion from that sore, ‘“‘sin” repre- 
sents our nature, “sins” represent our conduct. Christ 
in His death upon the cross dealt with sin and put away 
its curse and power over us, with the result as we read 
in Romans 8:1. ‘There is therefore now no condemna- 
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus.” 


The Bible’s Seriousness About Sin 

Of this Dr. Chas. E. Jefferson in “Things Funda- 
mental” says, “When the Bible touches sin, it grasps 
it with the rough hand of a man in earnest. It ac- 
knowledges the presence of it, it confesses the reality 
of it, it emphasizes the malignity and the awful danger 
of it, and stirs up in the heart a passionate desire to get 
rid of it. The fact is the only thing essential. It is 
not necessary for us to know either the beginning of 
evil or the end of it; it is enough to know that sin is 
a burden to the heart of God, and that God has pro- 
vided a way for our deliverance.” 

Minimize Sin: Minimize Christ 

Bishop H. C. G. Moule, one time chaplain’to Queen 
Victoria says, significantly, “There has never been a 
heresy but it had something to do with an insufficient 
view of sin.’ What he means is that if our view of sin 
is wrong we can not be right in any view we take of 
grace or salvation or the Saviour. 

If sin is belittled, as it is in Christian Science for 
example, to a mere illusion of the mortal mind we 
need not be surprised to find the Saviour belittled to a 
mere conception of a beautiful idea in the mind of 
Mary who gave to her idea the name of Jesus. Little 
sin, little Saviour. If sin is not thought of seriously, of 
course Christ need not be more than a good man, teacher 
of beautiful thoughts and martyr in behalf of high 
ideals. But if sin is what the Bible teaches us it is, 
we need a Saviour who is more than human, one who is 
“the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world.’ Our conception of God and of Christ rises or 
falls with our conception of sin. 
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Christ the Sinner’s Substitute 

For a terrible and deadly disease Christianity offers 
not only a worthwhile and adequate remedy, but the 
only known remedy. “Christ died for our sins.” “‘The 
Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins.” “Sure- 
ly He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. 
He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the in- 
iquity of us all.’ This means that Christ as the Good 
Shepherd actually laid down His life for the sheep, 
even for us. He exchanged places with us. Our sins 
were laid upon Him and His righteousness is laid upon 
us. We may exchange the filthy rags of our sin for the 
spotless wedding garment of Christ’s perfect righteous- 
ness! 

The Way of Salvation 

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” is the question 
asked of Paul and Silas by a sinner who had come to 
a realization of his sinfulness. Their answer is as true 
of us as in that day, viz: “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved.” Faith in Christ as 
Lord and Saviour is the only requirement for salva- 
tion. Or, as Jesus Himself says in our Scripture les- 
son (Mark 16:16), “He that believeth and is baptized 
shali be saved, but he that believeth not shall be con- 
demned.” Repentance of sin and faith in Christ as 
Saviour, or turning from sin to Christ are the two 
phases of conversion which Jesus says is essential to 
our salvation. “Repent and believe the gospel’; “Ex- 
cept ye repent ye shall all likewise perish’; “Except ye 
be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven”; “Except a man be 
born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.” 


A Study of Verbs 
It will be noted that the verbs in the New Testa- 
ment dealing with our salvation are practically all in 
the passive voice rather than in the active voice: shall 
be saved, be converted, born, justified, sanctified, glori- 
fied. These are not acts of ours, but something God 
does for us. The only activity required of us is “re- 
pent” and “believe.” All we have to do is to “let go 
and let God.” How could God have made the way of 
salvation any easier or any plainer than He has made 
it in the gospel? 
The Means of Grace 
The means of grace, the Word of God and the 
sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are the 
tools the Holy Spirit uses in applying to us as indi- 
viduals the promises and the gifts of God wrought out 
in our behalf by Christ upon the cross and guaranteed 
to us by His resurretcion from the dead. 


Beneath an eastern sky, 

Amid a rabble cry, 

A Man went forth to die, 
For me! 


Thorn-crowned His blessed head, 
Blood-stained His every tread, 
Cross-laden, on He sped, 

For me! 


Lifted up was He to die, 

“Tt is finished,’ was His cry, 

Now _in heaven exalted high, 
Hallelujah! What a Saviour! 
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February 18, 1934 
First Sunday in Lent 


WHITHER BOUND? 
I Corinthians 15 :20-28 
(By Rev. Alvin E. Bell, D.D.) 


“Where do we go from here, boys, where do we go 
from here?” Thus our soldiers sang on both sides of 
the Atlantic during the days of the World War. They 
asked the question because of the bewildering uncer- 
tainties of those days. For the same reason men of all 
ages have asked the question, “After death, what?” 
Only the most shiftless tramp can realize that he is on 
a journey, being swept on to some destination and not 
care whither he is bound. 


Travellers All 

We are travellers all. Life sweeps us onward swift- 
ly and unceasingly. Life itself is a pilgrimage over new 
paths constantly. We pass this way but once. What 
is the goal of it all? Where shall we spend the night 
at the journey’s end? We know whence we came. We 
know something from science and much more from re- 
ligion as to the origin of the universe and life and man. 
“In the beginning God.” In the end what? In the end 
God? If so, that’s not so bad. \If it is true that “from 
everlasting to everlasting I am God” then we may know 
that life’s end will find God waiting for us. 

“The Way Ye Know” 

While there must ever remain much of mystery 
about life both at its beginning and at its close, never- 
theless, for the Christian there is absolute certainty as 
to the essentials of it. Jesus said to His disciples on 
the eve of His death, “Whither I go ye know, and the 
way, ye know. Thomas saith unto Him, Lord we know 
not whither thou goest, and how can we know the way? 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life, no man cometh unto the Father but by me.” 
Jesus Christ not only points the way, and with His own 
body bridging for us the chasm of death paves the way, 
but He is the way. Those who knew Him were called 
“the people of the way,” “they who were of this way.” 
This was their name before they were called Christians 
at Antioch. It was an appropriate name in view of 
Christ’s saying, “The way ye know.” That this way is 
not a blind alley, a dead end street, ending in death is 
the insistent conviction of those “who know the way.” 
Death is not the end. It is more like a beginning. 

“Tf a Man Die, Shall He Live Again?” 

This was the anxious query of Job. He was not 
sure of the answer at times. He thought men should 
live again. He saw trees cut down and new life shoot 
up again from their roots. Why should man not have 
as good a chance as a tree? The world of nature seemed 
to demand another life for man. The nature of man 
as compared with any other being seems to argue in 
behalf of a hereafter for man. If man is the Creator’s 
masterpiece, why should the inferior creatures about 
him, both God’s works and man’s works, outlive’ man? 


As Browning has it in his “Grammarian’s Funeral”: 


Others mistrust and say, “But time escapes ! 
Live now or never!” 


He said, ‘‘What’s time? Leave Now for d ; 
Man has Forever!” Beles 


Yes, what we know of nature in plant life and ani- 
mal life makes us surer of man’s future life. ; 

What we know of man in his moral and spiritual 
nature makes us sure he was not born for just this 


\ 
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earthly life. Man’s moral nature, the conscience within 
him, which brings up the urge “I ought”, raises man 
infinitely above the brute that dies to live no more. 
Every “I ought” is a prophecy of an “I can.” What 
we have failed to achieve here in this life we may yet 
achieve in some future life. The inequalities and in- 
justices of this life must be set right sometime and 
some place and all this suggests the necessity of a fu- 
ture life where some One in authority shall say, “Be- 
hold, I make all things new.” The deaf in this world, 
the blind, the crippled, the sick of body and of mind 
insist that there should be a future life where some 
Good Physician shall do again, in their cases, the things 
Jesus did in His miracles of healing. They say, “If 
there is not such a life beyond, there should be.” 


The Christian Assurance 

The arguments from nature and morals are brought 
to a decision issue in the revelations of Scripture. Nat- 
ure and man say, “There should be a future life.” The 
Bible says, “There is a future life.’ Before Columbus 
discovered America, he felt that there was land beyond 
Europe’s western horizon. He sailed westward to dem- 
onstrate his conviction. He came back with the evi- 
dence and experience which justified his conviction. 
Now he could say, “There is land beyond that horizon; 
I have been out there and have seen for myself, and 
am returned to tell the world about it.” This is exactly 
what Jesus Christ has done for us regarding the land 
beyond this life’s horizon. He can say of this land, 
“There is life beyond this life. I have been there in 
your own human nature and am come back not only to 
tell you of it but to demonstrate the possibility of every 
man’s experiencing the same.’ ‘I am he that liveth, 
and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore.” 
“Because I live ye shall live also.” Jesus Christ is the 
Way. “No man cometh unto the Father but by me,” 
means that we do come unto the Father by Him. 
Christ’s passing through death in our nature demon- 
strates the same possibility of our doing so. “O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through 


“our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


There is a land of pure delight. 
Where saints immortal reign; 
Infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleasures banish pain. 


“In My Father’s House Are Many Mansions” 

The psalmist knew that death did not end all. The 
way to the life beyond was not marked “detour” to 
him. Of it he said, “Yea, though I walk through the 


valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for : 


thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me.’ He saw the path of life passing straight on 
through death up to “the house of the Lord forever.” 
Death was only God’s servant to open for him the door 


leading into “the house of the Lord forever.” 


We bow our heads at going out, we think, eye 
And enter straight another golden chamber of the King’s 
Larger than this we leave, and lovelier. 


The Pilot’s Smile 
The grandfather of Robert Louis Stevenson was in 
a terrific storm off the coast of Scotland. After twenty- 
seven hours of almost hopeless battling with the waves 
and winds, Stevenson went to the foremost point on 
deck where he found the ship’s watchman lashed to 
the foremast to prevent his being swept overboard. As 
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Stevenson looked upon the ship’s watch he discerned a 
smile on his face as he peered into the storm. From 
that time Stevenson felt assured they would ride out 
the storm to safety. It was the smile on the face of the 
ship’s watch in the storm. 

The storm for us is death; the mast is the cross of 
Calvary; the one lashed to that cross looks into the 
blackest part of the storm with a smile on His face as 
He says, “Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 

“The grave is not an impossible barrier; it is an 
open door to blessed peace, to realized desire, to full- 
ness of opportunity, and to endless day.” 


“The Power of His Resurrection” 

The hope of the resurrection was the source of the 
courage and zeal of the early Christian Church. They 
hitched it up to life and made it a most practical doc- 
trine. Let us do the same. It is more than a senti- 
ment for Easter. It is more than something to die by: 
it is something to live by every day of our lives. 


February 25, 1934 
Second Sunday in Lent 
THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE 


OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
John 3:16,17; Acts 2:39 

(By Rev. George J. Gongaware, D.D., Charleston, S. C.) 

Suggestions For the Leader: Aim—to make clear that mission 
work is a plain command of God; that neglect of it is a terrible sin 
of omission; that today especially we need to cultivate great mis- 
sionary zeal. Select several spirited missionary hymns for use at 
the opening of the program. Let earnest prayer be offered—pre- 
pared and voluntarily. Excellent helps in the study of this subject 
may be found in The Lutheran, in the Luther League Review, also 
in Missionary Heroes of the Lutheran Church, by Dr. Wolte, in 
History of Lutheran Missions, by Rev. Preston A. Laury, and in 
A Colony of Mercy, by Julie Sutter. 


Writing a missionary message for Luther Leaguers 
is like putting good seed into good soil—a harvest is 
sure to follow. 

Today’s topic is of deep interest—of vital import- 
ance. It has to do with the heart and, in large measure, 
with the whole body of the New Testament. While the 
work of preparation forgthe Gospel began long before 
the advent of Christ the consummation of the plan for 
the salvation of the world waited for His coming, and 
that is the one great theme of the New Testament. 

Missions began in the mind of God. Through the 
long ages of the patriots and prophets God was training 
Israel in faith for a world conquest, and in the fullness 
of time God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem all men. It was He who said, 
“T, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto Me.” The command of Christ and His great com- 
mission are the consummation of that period of prepara- 
tion. When Christ said to His disciples, “Follow Me,” 
“Come, learn of Me,” ‘Go, preach the gospel to every 
creature,’ He gave new form to this enterprise which 
we call missions, and in the sending out of the apostles 
from Jerusalem to make disciples of all nations He pro- 
vided also the means by which that is to be done, 
namely by the preaching of the Word and the adminis- 
tration of the Sacraments. 

It is practically certain that the very first sermon 
ever preached .was delivered through representatives 
from Palestine, Persia, Mesopotamia, Arabia, Asia 
Minor, Greece, Italy, Egypt and North Africa, and this 
wonderful beginning of the Jerusalem mission helped 
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to prepare the way for the latter missionary operations 
of the Apostolic Church, the account of whose founding, 
progress and completion forms the chief continued story 
of the New Testament, and by the close of the third 
century the then known world had come under the sway 
of the cross of Christ. 

Missions are God’s method of telling the world of 
Christ’s redemption. Christ is the world’s Saviour. 
Christ gave the message. Christ is the message. He 
called the first messengers and He is still calling them, 
and he who heeds the call and is obedient to the divine 
commission as declared in the New Testament is a 
true missionary. 

You who are studying this topic would do well to 
pause here and read very thoughtfully the outstanding 
missionary messages of the New Testament as follows: 

John 3:16,17. God had only one Son and He made 
Him a missionary. 

Matthew 28:18-20. 
orders. 

Mark 16:15, 16. 
the promise of divine power. 

Luke 24:46-49. Here is the heart of the subject 


Here is the Church’s marching 


Here is our personal command and 


matter of the message and here is the source of power 


for the accomplishment of the task. 

Acts 1:4,5,8. Here is the promise of the gift of 
the Holy Ghost as teacher and guide and comforter in 
this world-embracing enterprise, in this holy task. 

These passages of Scripture are the chief factors 
in the preparation necessary for a vigorous missionary 
program today, and we should clearly understand that 
the authority of Christ is back of each one of them, and 
that no man can be a consistent Christian who does not 
fully approve and support this cause. No other Chris- 
tian obligation has been laid with the same degree of 
emphasis, nor is any other assured of so great a source 
of strength, or so sure a reward. 

Jesus did not attempt this world task alone. He 
chose helpers. Read Matthew 1:14 and Matthew 3:12-20. 
Jesus needed and called and trained and commissioned 
and sent forth the first workers. He is calling workers 
today and the Church is commanded to train and com- 
mission and send them forth. 

Are you doing your part in this cause? Is the 
Church-at-large today faithful to this command? Have 
we of the Lutheran Church met the challenge of Christ 
in regard to this missionary obligation and opportunity? 
It is to be feared that we have come far short. Let us 
humbly repent and do it quickly. Now is the time for 
all good Lutherans to come to the aid of this cause. 

One of the purposes of this topic is to revive our 
vision of this great command of the Master. Perhaps we 
will be aided by recalling the wonderful resolve of Paul 
who said, Acts 26:19, “I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision.” He saw clearly the divine thought in 
the New Testament missionary message, and he set be- 
fore himself the great task of carrying that Gospel to 
the Gentile world. The story of his missionary journeys 
is of fascinating interest. Read it in the Acts of the 
Apostle, and form in your own hearts the fine resolve 
expressed in the following poems entitled ‘““Obedient to 
the Heavenly Vision”: 


I said, “Let me walk in the field;” 
He said. “Nay, walk in the town.” 
I said, “There are no flowers there;’’ 
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He said, ‘‘No flowers, but a crown.” 

I said, ‘‘But the skies are black, 

There is nothing but noise and din;”’ 
But He wept as He sent me back. | 
“There is more,” He said, “there is sin.” 


I said, ‘‘I shall‘miss the light, , 

And friends will miss me, they say ;”’ 

He answered me, ‘Choose tonight, 

lf I am to miss you, or they.” 

I pleaded for time to be given; 

He said, ‘‘Is it hard to decide? 

It will not seem hard in heaven Wt 

To have followed the steps of your Guide.” 

Then into His hand went mine, 

And into my heart came He. 

And I walk in a light divine, 

The path I had feared to see. 

A Lovely Illustration 

In a famous old picture gallery in Germany there is 
a painting of Christ on the cross, known as the “Ecce 
Homo.” A little over two hundred years ago a young 
man was standing before it, and the Latin motto be- 
neath the picture, “Hoc feci pro te, quid fecisti pro me?” 
(“This I did for thee, what hast thou done for Me?’) 
went to the young man’s heart. He was of an aristo- 
cratic family, and had large possessions. There and then 
the Moravian Church was born, for the young man was 
Nicolas, Count von Zinzendorf, who consecrated his 
high station, money and life itself to the founding of that 
wonderful missionary organization. 

A little more than one hundred years later, a 
young English girl came in wet and weary to her room, 
and looked up over her mantel to a copy of that same 
painting, with the same motto beneath it. She sat down 
and began to write some verses. Her name was Frances 
Ridley Havergal, and this is what she wrote: 


I gave My life for thee, 

My precious blood I shed, 

That thou might’st ransomed be, 
And quickened from the dead; 

I gave, I gave, My life for thee, 
What hast thou given for Me? 


General Paragraphs 

(a) No one can be a true missionary unless there 
be a deep sense of a divine call to the work. No heart 
dare make this momentous choice of all-time service as 
a missionary of Christ without that clear conviction. 
With that assurance it is as easy to work hard, to sing 
joyously at one’s task in the foreign field or,in the home 
field, whether it be as teacher or evangelist or preacher 
or medical missionary, or deaconess or mechanic—the 
spirit of the worker is the same if the heart be right. 

(b) Results do not come quickly in any great task. 
It is hard, almost unbearably hard, to remain faithful 
when no results are visible, but Robert Morrison worked 
silently and almost secretly for seven years before he 
won his first convert in China. Verbeck did the same 
in Japan, and that is true also of Carey in India, of 
Livingstone in Africa, and of Zwemer in Arabia. It is 
preeminently true of our own Lutheran heroes and 
heroines on the mission field, for example, Ziegenbale, 
Muhlenberg, Schwartz, Heyer, Harpster, Day and a host 
of other Godly men and women who have glorified the 
pages of the history of Christian missions. Nothing 
but the conviction that God wanted them to do exactly 
what they were doing could have kept them to this task. 
It is in this way that the Kingdom of God is being es- 
tablished on earth, and such faithful missionaries are 
the channels through which thé very power of God flows. 

(c) In the light of the clear command and the 
strong message of the New Testament on this subject 
can you think it possible that anyone should not be in- 
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terested? How can anyone ask to be excused from a 
part in this clear command of Christ? There are some, 
however, who might be excused from praying for mis- 
sions or giving or working for the cause. Here is the 
list. Would your name be found here? Those may be 
excused from helping this cause— 

Who believe that the world is not lost and does not 
need a Saviour. 

Who believe that Jesus Christ made a mistake when 
He said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” 

Who believe the gospel is not the power of God, and 
cannot save the heathen. 

Who wish that missionaries had never come to our 
ancestors, and that we ourselves were still heathen. 

Who believe that it is “every man for himself,” and 
who, with Cain, ask, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

Who believe they are not accountable to God for 
money entrusted to them. 

Who want no share in the final victory. 

Those who hold such heathen views excuse and dis- 
qualify themselves for any worthy part in so sacred a 
task. The need is so great; the Lord’s command is so 
strong; God's spirit is so effective and our duty is so 
plain that we must go forward in strong faith, in earn- 
est prayer and in liberal gifts. 


Objects of Prayer 
ourselves—Isaiah 43:10. 
our missionaries.—Isaiah 44:8. 
the unchurched millions—Acts 10:43. 
native Christians—Proverbs 14:25. 
the spread of the gospel.—I John 4:14. 
fuller consecration—Acts 22:15. 


For 

For 

For 

For 

For 

For 

Questions For Debate 

Resolved, That the non-Christian religions have 
done much good for their peoples. 

Resolved, That the evangelization of the world can 
best be accomplished by native mission workers. 


Related Topics 

(a) The missionary message of the Old Testament. 

(b) Why was Christian mission work begun at Jeru- 
salem? 

(c) Where is the greatest need for mission work 
today? 

(d) Where has the Lutheran Church had its great- 
est missionary success? 

(e) Give the names and locations of two mission- 
aries of your synod. 

(f) Who is the President of our Home Mission 
Board—of our Foreign Mission Board—of our Inner 
Mission Board? 

(g) In what countries is our Church engaged in 
missionary work today? 

(h) What is meant by the Church’s Inner Mission? 


| | Intermediate Topics | 


February 4, 1934 
LUTHER AND HIS TIMES 
Galatians 3:1-5 
Luther was a man of action. He wasn’t satisfied to 
sit idly by without putting forth his best effort to get 
rid of the abuses of his times. When he saw a wrong 
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in the Church he opposed it; when he saw the peasant 
class unruly under their newly acquired freedom, he 
checked them; when he saw the oppression of the no- 
bility upon the poor he protested, and whenever and 
wherever he saw the sinful results of men, he battled 
against them with the truth. 

Luther was unafraid. He knew no fear. Life to 
him was to be used in the defense of every right neces- 
sary to the fullness of life in God. To die for truth’s 
sake meant to live. And so we see him on trial at the 
Council of Worms—a man fearless of the united power 
of State and Church. It was demanded of him by this 
court to take back every word he had ‘written against 
the bad practices and teachings of the Church, but he 
would not do it. He would not deny his God. The only 
fear Luther knew was the fear of offending his God. 
Would that we had such fear, instead of that type of 
fear that makes cowards of us, that makes us distrust- 
ful of God and that steals from us the rich experiences 
of the Christian life. 

Luther was impatient with half-truths and with men 
who held to and taught them. Not all was bad in the 
church, nor with the people nor with the times. But 
unlike so many people who are satisfied when things 
aren’t so awfully bad, Luther wouldn’t rest until the 
whole truth was declared and known. Even after the 
Reformation had started Luther was as zealous to de- 
clare the truth as he always was. A little dirt was as 
hateful to him as was a lot of mud. He wasn’t satisfied 
to clean only the face of sin, but its neck as well. 

In your search after truth don’t be like a child that 
is satished to wash his hands and face only where it 
shows, but be as anxious about cleaning those parts of 
the mind and soul that only you yourself see. 

Luther was a part of his times, not apart from them. 
That is, he threw himself with whole heart and soul into 
the affairs of the day. He didn’t run away from duty. 
Nor did he allow the times to overcome him. He over- 
came them and inspired others to do the same. Nor did 
he sit back and “crab” about the awful mess his times 
presented. Rather did he roll up his sleeves and get 
in and dig. 

In our present times, we see so many youth— 
Christian youth, too—who either run away from them, 
who are overcome by them, or who sit back and do 
nothing about changing them. This is your day, youth. 
It’s true, you haven’t made them, but you have the 
power of changing them. You can at least keep from 
making them any worse by strictly following the stand- 
ards of life set before you in the teachings and person 
of Jesus. 

Who knows but that one of you may be called of 
God to lead His people out of the wilderness of their 
sins into better times, the same as He called Moses, 
Samuel, David, Paul, Luther and a host of others. If 
all who call themselves Christians would live in their 
own little corners it wouldn’t be long before the world 
would be aglow with His presence and glory. 

Luther was unselfish. He wasn’t led on by any 
desire to win fame for himself. Any man whose name 
and deeds live for 450 years is indeed a great man. Sel- 
fish men never become great. Luther denied himself 
in order to prefer others, and for that reason his works 


live after him. 
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Luther was a man. In our ardor for him we are 
liable to over-exalt him. That’s our fault, not his. As 
a man Luther was full of sin and he made many mis- 
takes. But he was honest with himself and because of 
his human weaknesses admitted his guilt before his 
Lord. He cried out many times with the Psalmist, 
“What is man, that Thou art mindful of him, and the 
son of man that Thou visitest him?” It was the human 
in him that drove him into the presence of the divine, 
and that wrestled with him until he found peace in 
his soul. , 

Questions 

1. Did you study the material in the Intermediate 
Quarterly Helps on today’s topic? 

2. Are you a subscriber to the Quarterly Helps? 
If not, you are missing a vital link in the study of each 
week’s topics. 

3. What wrongs characterized the times of Luther? 
See Quarterly Helps. 

4. Tell something about the peasant uprising. 
your pastor to give you the information. 

5. Tell something about the Diet at Worms. 

6. In what ways can you help better the present 


Ask 


times? 
February 11, 1934 
LUTHER AND THE PEOPLE 
Matthew 9 :35-38 
To Leader: Today’s topic is arranged in the question and 


answer form. You put the questions and the members answer them 
from slips of paper on which are written the answers. Next you 
ask the questions over again and the members reply from memory. 
Repeat this as many times as necessary until every one is able to 
give a correct answer to all the questions. You might divide the 
League in two groups and hold a contest. Be sure to use the ma- 
terial in the Quarterly Helps. 


1. When and where was Luther born? 

On November 10, 1483, in the village of Eisleben, 
Germany. 

2. What can be said of Luther’s parents? 

They were of the common people. His mother was 
a peasant and his father a miner and woodcutter. 

3. Give the names of Luther’s parents. 

His father’s name was John Hans, and his mother’s 
Margareta. Luther was their first-born. 

4. Why was Luther named Martin? 

Because the day he was baptized was St. 
Day. 

5. Were Luther’s people always poor? 

No; while his ancestors were of the poor peasant 
class, his father worked hard and saved enough 
money to go into business for himself. 

6. What kind of business did Luther’s father enter? 
He became the owner of two smelting furnaces in 
Mansfeld, where he was respected as a good and 
worthy citizen. 

7. Were Luther’s parents pious people? 

Yes; they possessed great piety and virtue. The 
father would often kneel at the child’s bedside and 
pray aloud, begging the Lord that his son might 
remember His name and one day be a bearer of 
the truth. 

8. Did Luther despise his humble birth? 

No; he loved the common people and was happy to 
be one of them. Speaking of his humble birth, he 

» once said, “Such is God’s way, of beggars to make 
men of power, as He made the world of nothing.” 


Martin’s 


10. 


ae 


12. 


ds 


14. 


Gy 


16. 


7h. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


. When did Luther first go to school? 


At an early age he was sent to the school in Mans- 
feld, to which village Luther’s parents had moved 
when he was about six months old. 


What did Luther learn at Mansfeld? 

He learned the Catechism, the Ten Commandments, 
the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, some hymns 
and portions of the Latin grammar. 

Where did Luther next attend school? 

When Luther was fourteen years old his father sent 
him to the Franciscan School at Magdeburg. Here 
he endured many hardships, and often went from 
house to house singing and begging for bread. 

How long was Luther at the Magdeburg School? 
About a year. From there his parents sent him to 
a famous school in Eisenach. But Luther here was 
no better than at Magdeburg, for, when pinched by 
hunger, he was forced to join his school-fellows in 
singing from door to door to get a bite of bread. 
What good fortune finally befell Luther at Eisenach? 
One day, after having been sent away from three 
houses while singing and begging for bread, he 
chanced to stop before the house of a worthy citi- 
zen. The mistress of this home, Madame Cotta, 
wife of a leading merchant of the place, attracted 
by Luther’s kind face and sweet voice, invited him 
into her house-and later gave him a home during 
the rest of his stay in Eisenach. 

What teacher in the Eisenach school had a great 
influence upon Luther? 

John Trebonius, by name, a learned and pious man, 
who gave the boy his first intellectual impulse. When- 
ever this man entered the school room, he raised 
his cap to salute the pupils. In explaining this mark 
of respect; this thoughtful man said, “There are 
among these boys men whom God will one day raise 
to positions of power and honor.” 

What university did Luther enter and when? 

At the age of eighteen Luther entered the Univer- 
sity of Erfurt. 

What course did he pursue there? 

The course of law, in obedience to his father’s 
wishes. \ 

Was Luther a good student? 

Yes; he was a brilliant student and his progress was 
very rapid. The university gave him the degree of 
Master of Arts in 1505 at the age of 22. 

What caused Luther to decide to give his life to 
religion? 

Because of a growing feeling that that was what 
God wanted him to do. While travelling on foot to 
his home through the forest, an electric storm over- 
came and terrified him. So frightened was Luther 
that he made a vow that if the Lord would deliver 
him from the storm he would become a monk. This 
experience doubtless helped Luther to decide to de- 
vote himself entirely to God. 

Was Luther’s father pleased with his son’s decision? 
Not at first, but as the years passed by and brought 
to his ears news of his son’s deeds for God and the 
people, he became a happy and proud father. 

Did Luther remain loyal to the people? 

Always. Knowing that they were unschooled Lu- 
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ther sympathized with them. He set himself to the 
great task of translating the Bible into the simplest 
German language. He prepared the Catechism which 
we use today that the children of his day might be 
taught the rudiments of the Christian faith. He 
defended the poor against the abuses of the rich and 
powerful. He kept himself poor by freely giving to 
those who asked him. Just as he was entertained 
in a home as a student, so Luther opened his home 
to many poor students. 


February 18, 1934 
LUTHER AND THE BIBLE 
Romans 3:21-31 


To Leader: See introduction to last week’s topic and follow 
the same plan suggested there for today. 


. What anniversary do we celebrate this year? 


The 400th anniversary of the publication of the com- 
pleted Bible. The Bible was issued in German, and 
the book was sold at a very low price, so that every 
family might have a copy, if they would. The au- 
thorized printer at Wittenberg sold in forty years 
(1534-74) 100,000 copies. 


. By whom, where and when was the translation of 


the Bible begun? 

By Martin Luther while a captive of his friend, the 
Elector of Saxony, in the Castle of Wartburg in the 
years 1521-22. 


. Was Luther capable of this great undertaking? 


Yes; because Luther was a scholar. He knew the 
Hebrew and Greek languages very well and it was 
from these two languages that he translated the 
German Bible. 


. Didn’t it require more than scholarly ability to trans- 


late the Bible? 
Yes; it required hard work, and still more—a deeply 
rooted religious life. 


. Was Luther a religious man? 


Yes: first and foremost he was a religious man. He 
was so from his youth up. Last week’s topic told 
us about one of Luther’s religious experiences dur- 
ing a storm. One writer has said this about Luther: 
“To him God and Devil, heaven and hell, were more 
real than food and drink, suffering and death.” 


._ Did Luther have any other religious experiences? 


Yes; once he shuddered at a picture of the Last 
Judgment where they painted Christ sitting on a 
rainbow, with Mary and John the Baptist kneeling 
on either hand as intercessors against His terrible 
wrath; while at the university the one question young 
Martin was asking himself was, “How can you win 
a gracious God?” While in the monastery he experi- 
enced with great intensity the torments of hell and 
the bliss of heaven. 

Did Luther finally come to a full peace with his 
God? 

Yes; when he reached the decision in his own mind 
that “the just shall live by faith” did Luther come 
to a calmer and happier experience. His life now 
was hid with Christ, and God was ever present with 
him. He believed that God would bring everything 
out right in the end. Once he wrote: “God must be 
kinder to us and speak more gently to us than Katie 
(Luther’s wife) does to her baby.” 
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What was the hardest word for Luther to believe 
in the Bible? 

“Thy” in the first commandment: “I 
thy God.” 

How did Luther test the Bible? 

By the rule of Christ. ‘What teaches Christ, that 
is Scripture, even if Judas and Pilate had written it,” 
wrote Luther. It was because he found nothing of 
Christ in the Epistle of James that he wouldn't have 
anything to do with it. Of Jesus Luther wrote: 
“Even if Christ were only a man, yet He would be 
worthy of great honor, for He deserved well of us, 
doing much good and no evil, not to mention that 
He is very God and Saviour.” 


Besides translating the Bible, what did Luther do 
for the people? 

Having learned by personal investigation that the 
schools of his day were both lacking in good and 
faithful teachers and in the proper textbooks, Luther 
wrote the Small Catechism for the children and the 
Large Catechism for the teachers. 


What else did Luther do? 

He preached a series of sermons on the Ten Com- 
mandments, on the Lord’s Prayer and other essen- 
tial parts of Scripture. 

What did Luther write into the preface of the Cate- 
chism? 

“I beg you for God’s sake, my dear sirs and breth- 
ren, heartily to discharge the functions of your of- 
fice, sympathize with the people committed to your 
care, and help us to bring the Catechism among 
them, especially the young.” , 

What else had Luther to say on this point? 
“Those who will not learn should be told how they 
deny Christ and are no longer Christians; they 
should not be permitted at Holy Communion nor to 
sponsor a child at its baptism yet dare use a single 
part of evangelical liberty, but be committed to the 
Pope and his officials, even the devil himself, and 
parents and houselords should deny them meat and 
drink.” 

What did a famous historian say of the Catechism? 
“It is as childlike as it is deep-minded, as plain as 
it is simple and sublime. Happy he that finds his. 
soul with it, that clings to it.” 

What are some of the good things the translation. 
of the Bible brought forth for the people? 


am the Lord 


First Leaguer: It was the forerunner of education for 


all people, especially the young. Before Luther trans- 
lated the Bible the people were ignorant and super- 
stitious. The Bible gave us the school—the free 
school. 


Second Leaguer: So long as the people were kept ig- 


norant there was lacking in them the will to rise 
above their humble conditions, not to say anything 
about adventuring into thdse realms of life that are 
opened up by learning. 


Third Leaguer: The Bible put into men’s minds the de- 


sire to be free, so we find that great principle of 
each of us unloosed, namely, liberty. Had it not 
been for the Bible’s influence we would not be free 
and we would not be living in a country “Of thie 
people, by the people, and for the people.” 
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Fourth Leaguer: The Reformation and the Bible gave 
the Catholic Church a house-cleaning. Were it not 
for the Protestant Church the Catholic Church of 
today would be as corrupt as it was before the Re- 
formation. In such countries as in Mexico and 
South America, where the Protestant Church wields 
little or no influence, the Church of Rome isn’t much 
purer than it was in Luther’s day. 

16. Have Catholic scholars ever said anything good 

about Luther? 
Yes; one of them says in the introduction to his 
(ite of) luther se sslteis | mot correct ton saya that 
Luther has been the restorer of liberty in modern 
times. To whom do I owe the power of publishing 
what I am now inditing except to this liberator of 
modern thought?” Another writer says: “Never was 
the human mind more prolific. Luther holds a high 
and glorious place in German literature.” 

17. Whom did Luther marry? 

He married Catherine von Bora, a former nun, June 
13, 1525. Their married life was happy. Five chil- 
dren survived infancy. The death of his beloved 
daughter Madelene, 14 years old, caused Luther great 
sorrow and pain. 

18. When and where did Luther die? 

He died in the place of his birth, Eisleben, Germany, 
February 18, 1546. Just before his death he was 
asked, ‘Reverend father, do you die in the faith of 
your Lord Jesus Christ and the doctrine you have 
preached in His name?’ He answered clearly, “Yes.” 


February 25, 1934 
MISSIONARY MESSAGE OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 
Acts 26:19-23 

To Leader: Inasmuch as this topic is so well and 
fully written up in the Senior topics, you are asked to 
turn to the Senior section for the material for study 
tonight. Also use the material in the Intermediate 
Quarterly Helps. 


| JUNIOR TOPICS 


_ Note: February brings us to Lent, when we may well take 
time for Evangelism. Let the Juniors study about winning others, 
and have them bring new members to Junior League. 

The Junior topics take us adventuring in Bible study, and the 
boys and girls will learn more of the Bible through a Trip to the 
Holy Land. 


_ Aim: To teach the Juniors more about the land in which Jesus 
lived; to encourage them in their efforts to walk in His footsteps. 


Material: The topics in the Review; the Junior Topics Booklet, 
“A Trip to the Holy Land.” Follow the topics, and use as much 
of the material in the Topics Booklet as needed to enrich the dis- 
“The leaflet, “Bible Geography Lessons” (2 cents), and 

. e leaflet, ible Geography Lessons” cents), an unior 
topics, “The Land In Which Jesus Lived” and ‘Mountains i the 
Bible” in back issues of the Review, if you preserve same, will give 
material for further meetings if you wish to extend this project, 

Introducing the Study: Let groups of Juniors prepare 

(1) Picture Sheet Chart, ‘Boys and Girls of Bible Lands” 
(suggested in Topics Booklet). 

(2) Flowers From the Holy Land—Chart of Holy Land Flow- 
ers (suggested in Topics Booklet). 

(3) Desert Life Panel Posters. 

(4) Arabian Village. 

(5) Outline Pictures to Color. 

(6) New Testament Panel Posters. 

(7) Pictures (1% cents each) from Wm. A. Wilde Co.: Nos. 
173, 174, 175, 177 (Bethlehem); 178, 179 (Egypt); Zoe 2 OO oS 
(Gethsemane); 234 (Calvary); 551 (Hebron); 186, 187, 191, 193, 
198, 202, 287, 203 (Jerusalem) ; 236 (Mount of Olives); 709 (Mount 
Sinai) ; 218 (Nain); 182, 183 (Nazareth) ; 227, 312 (Samaria) ; 213, 
216, 308 (Sea of Galilee); 237, 240, 243, 248, 250, 251 (Characters 
and Costumes). 

Let the Juniors gather about the table, look at these things 
and talk them over. 
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Let the Juniors 


Tak ings as informal as possible. ¢ 
Make the meetings as inform p Caetn aval’ 


ask questions and lead them to feel that they are ac 
and experiencing the situations as given. Hy 

Talk over this material to arouse interest, and use | We Start! 
Eastward Ho!” (page 9, down to “handwork’’) and. Some Cus- 
toms of the Holy Land” (pages 5 and 6, items 1-7) in “The Trip 


to the Holy Land” Topics Booklet. ae 
Dramatizations: The whole “trip” will be more vivid to the 

Juniors if they plan to “act out” some of the Bible scenes as they 

see them. Plan to have the story of Abraham, Moses, Joseph, etc., 


dramatized. : ; 
Worship Periods: Build up your worship periods from the ma- 
terial on ‘‘Ships’” and the hymn studies as given in the Topics 
Booklet. Use the ‘‘Palestine Song.” : 
Handwork: If time permits and you feel your group will be 
enriched by doing so, a Palestinian Village may be made. If so, 
send to the Metropolitan Federation Daily Vacation Schools, Ji 
West Twenty-third Street, New York City, for the project, A 
Palestinian Village” (45 cents). Do not let the making of this 
village however eclipse in interest the real purpose of the course— 
to study more about Jesus’ life through visiting in the land in which 


He lived. 4 
Outcome: From this series of lessons should come a desire to 
learn still more about Jesus’ life, and to desire to do as He would 


have us do. 

Expression: A public meeting may be planned when the parents 
are invited and a program given to show what has been learned. 
All the handwork may be preserved and passed on to another group 
who may use it in the same study. Or a closing meeting when the 
best of the trip may be repeated may be shared with another group 
invited to the meeting. 


February 4, 1934 
A TRIP TO THE HOLY LAND 
(The Land of Abraham) 


Genesis 12:1, 2 
(By Wilhelmina Behlmer) 


Materials: Outline Map of Bible Lands of the Old Testament, 
published by A. H. Eilers & Co., St. Louis, Mo., for each Junior, 
a pencil, red crayola, and camel sticker (from our United Lutheran 
Publication House—15 cents a package). 

Map Work: Have each Junior locate the following places on his 
map as the journey proceeds: Ur, Haran, Euphrates River, Jordan 
River, Bethel, Schechem. Connect the journey with a line drawn 
with red crayola. Place the camel sticker on the route. 


Procedure: Plan the topic as given below (to be given by the 
Juniors) and use additional material from the Topics Booklet. 


Topic Thoughts 

Leader: Today we are going to take a trip to a 
far away country. We shall go across the Atlantic 
Ocean and then travel across the Mediterranean Sea to 
a land in Asia. Our geography books would tell us 
that this land is Irak, or Mesopotamia. But we are go- 
ing to imagine that we are living five thousand years 
ago and we are going to call the land Chaldea as the 
people did who lived then. Chaldea is one of the oldest 
countries inxthe world. In the city of Ur, Abraham 
was born. Let us locate it on our maps. 

Do you think that Ur looked anything like the 
cities that we have in America? 

Junior: Ur did not look very much like any of our 
cities. There was a high wall surrounding it and within 
were many houses built of bricks which were made of 
clay mixed with asphalt. The rich people stayed in 
these houses. The poor people stayed in tents. 

There was a beautiful temple to the moon god in 
Ur and every brick was stamped with the king’s in- 
scription. There was a library in Ur, too, but it did not 
look like our libraries. The writings were on tablets of 
clay or on sheepskin. 

Leader: Ur was indeed a wonderful city. It was 
located on the Euphrates River and this was a most 
fertile region. Outside of the city the people raised the 
date palm. We get our dates from this very same re- 
gion now. Wheat was grown there also to such an 
extent that the people could make two harvests a year. 
Who can tell why Abraham left such a prosperous city? 


Junior reads or tells in his own words, Genesis 
12:1-4. 
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Leader:. Abraham had much faith to leave such a 
fine land to go to a place that he knew nothing about. 
His first stop was at Haran, a distance of about five 
hundred miles. How did Abraham make this journey? 

Junior: When Abraham and his family started out 
with their possessions from Ur they had to travel across 
a great desert region. They packed everything on the 
backs of camels and started on their long journey. 
When they became tired they would pitch their tents 
and rest. Their tents were made of goat’s skin or 
camel’s hair. Some of them were black and some were 
black and white. Their food was mainly goat’s milk. 
Sometimes the women would make flour from wheat and 
then bake biscuit on hot stones before the camp fire. 
If a feast was to be celebrated a lamb or a sheep was 
killed and the meat eaten. 

Leader: When Abraham finally reached Haran he 
found a most interesting city. 
thing about Haran? 


Who can tell us some- 


Junior: Haran was the crossroad for travel and 
therefore it was a great travelling center. People came 
from all parts of the country to exchange their goods. 
Some of them brought precious stones, rugs and laces, 
while others brought grain and wool to exchange. The 
exchanging of goods was most interesting. If someone 
wanted to buy your wool, he would first ask about your 
health, the health of your father and all of your family. 
After a very long talk he would ask you the price of the 
grain. You would act as if you didn’t want to sell it. 
After a while you would name a price about four times 
greater than you would expect to get. Sometimes the 
buyer would argue with you for as much as half a day 
before he would decide to purchase the grain. 

The children of Haran must have had a good time 
listening to the wonderful tales of the travellers as 
they stopped at Haran to trade. 


Leader: After Abraham had been in Haran a num- 
ber of years God told him to start on his journey again, 
so that he might reach the land that God had promised 
him. Let us get on our camels and go with Abraham 
on his journey. Who can tell us the route that Abra- 
ham used? 

Junior: Abraham travelled from Haran until he 
came to the Euphrates River to a place where the water 
was not very deep. Here the entire party including the 
animals waded across the river. They travelled on and 
on until they came to the Jordan River. They crossed 

it and stopped at Shechem. They went on again until 
they came to Bethel. They had at last reached Canaan, 
the country God had promised to Abraham. They were 
so thankful that they stopped and built an altar to God. 

Leader: Did Abraham’s altar look like the altars 
that we have in our churches? 

Junior: The people gathered together stones and 
placed them one upon another. Then they placed wood 
upon the altar. Abraham chose the best lamb that they 
had and offered it as a sacrifice to God. 

Leader: Was Abraham pleased with the new country 
that God had given him? 

Junior: Their new country, Canaan, was quite fertile 
and they could plant corn, Abraham stayed there a 
long while, living on their flocks and herds. There 
were other people who were living in this country and 


Page Twenty-nine 


they did not like the strangers to come in. Abraham 
had to fight for’ wells and for places to feed his herds. 
And this was not easy. But Abraham did not mind, 
for he believed that God had given him this land and 
he remained there the rest of his life. 


February 11, 1934 
A TRIP TO THE HOLY LAND 


(Bethlehem and Nazareth) 
Luke 4:4-21; John 2:13-17 
(By Wilhelmina Behlmer) 


_ Materials: Outline map of Palestine in the time of Christ 
(Littlefield Outline Practice Map, Number One, published by New 
York Sunday School Commission, New York City) for each Junior, 
pencil, gold star, red star. 


Map Work: Mark Bethlehem and Nazareth on map with stars. 


_. Procedure: Use the material here given and the material in the 
Topics Booklet under ‘‘Bethlehem and Nazareth.’’ 


Topic Thoughts 

Leader: At our last meeting we saw the land in 
which Abraham lived. This is the same land from which 
Joseph was taken as a small boy. And it was the same 
land which Moses saw from the top of Mount Nebo. 
No one knows exactly how long ago those things hap- 
pened, but. we do know that this was the same land in 
which Jesus was born. It was called Palestine then 
and is still called Palestine. Who can tell us how the 
country was divided in the time of Christ? 

Junior: There were three countries. Judea was to 
the south, Samaria was in the middle, and Galilee was 
to the north. 

Leader: The Jews lived in Judea and Galilee and 
they did not mingle with the people of Samaria. Today 
we want to visit two cities, Bethlehem and Nazareth. 
We shall go to Bethlehem first. Who can tell us some- 
thing interesting that we know about Bethlehem? 

Junior: Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Joseph and 
Mary were on their way to Bethlehem to pay taxes. The 
journey from Nazareth was very long and when they 
arrived in Bethlehem they were very tired. They went 
to an inn but all the room was taken and they had tu 
stay in a stable outside. Here Jesus was born and Mary 
placed Him in a manger. 

Leader: Bethlehem was the birthplace of our Savi- 
our. It is one of the oldest towns in the world. Let 
us see if it is anything like our towns. ; 

Junior: Bethlehem is only one-half mile in length. 
There is only one main street. Houses are built of 
limestone and are strong. Because the land about it 
is hilly and mountainous the streets slope gradually 
in places. 

Leader: It is indeed a very small town, but yet it 
has become famous through the ages, because the Savi- 
our of mankind was born there. Bethlehem is very old, 
too. We read about it in the book of Ruth, in Old 
‘Testament history. Certainly it must have been favor- 
ably located to have lived through all of that time. 

Junior: Bethlehem is said to be located in one of 
the best places in Judea because it lies in a very fertile 
region. The name Bethlehem means “House of Bread.” 
Grain can be grown successfully on the hillsides. Even 
now one can see the poorer inhabitants beating out the 
grain which they have gathered. 

Leader: We read in the Christmas story that the 
shepherds came to see the Christ Child. Were there 
any shepherds near Bethlehem? 
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Junior: Because the region was so very rich about 
Bethlehem it was easy to raise sheep. The shepherds 
took care of them. On all sides of this fertile region 
we know there was a wilderness. The shepherds had 
to keep watch over the flock so that the sheep would not 
stray away and be devoured by some wild animal. 

Leader: The little boys and girls that lived in Beth- 
lehem must have loved to hear the stories of David, the 
shepherd boy. Let us remember that Bethlehem, the 
town in which Jesus was born, is only very small, yet 
it has become one of the best known cities of the world, 
because it is the birthplace of our Saviour. 

Jesus did not live in Bethlehem as a boy. 
and Mary went to Nazareth to their home and it was 
in that town that Jesus spent His boyhood. Let us see 
what kind of a place Nazareth was. 

Junior: Nazareth is in Galilee. It is located in a 
basin around which are about fifteen small hills. The 
streets are sloping. It is much larger than Bethlehem 
and has a population now of about four thousand people. 
Nazareth is probably not as old as Bethlehem because 
we do not see it mentioned in the Old Testament. 

Leader: How did the town itself look? 

Junior: There are many gardens in Nazareth. As 
it is very warm, the olive and fig trees grow and the 
pomegranate and orange also. There are many cedar 
trees there, too. In the midst of these gardens we can 
see great flat houses made of white limestone. The 
houses in Nazareth are made better than those in other 
places in Palestine. 

Leader: It was good that Jesus had such a lovely 
place in which to grow up to manhood. Let us think 
of the home in which He probably lived. 

Junior: In the inside of the great stone house in 
which Jesus might have lived we would see mats laid 
along the wall. A lamp would be hanging from the 
center of the ceiling. This lamp contained olive oil 
and a wick. Along the side of the wall is a shelf on 
which are the earthen vessels used for cooking and 
drinking, and the gay colored woolen quilts that are 
used for the beds. In another corner we see a wooden 
chest. It is painted in bright colors and if we looked 
inside we would see the scroll of the Old Testament 
and other valuable possessions of the family, Just in- 
side the door we would see the sandals or shoes, for 
everyone took off their shoes before they entered the 
house. 

Leader: In the time of Jesus there was no running 
In the middle of the town was a 
fountain from which all of the people secured their 
water. Mary went there to get water for her family. 
This same well is still in Nazareth and if we went there 
we would see it. It is called the Fountain of the Virgin. 
We would see the women at the well with huge jars 
filled with water on their shoulders or heads. 

Jesus spent thirty years of His life here in Nazar- 
eth. We know that He learned to be a carpenter, and 
we know that His mother must have taught Him the 
Scriptures, for later in His life He quoted many pas- 
sages from the Old Testament. How do you think 
Jesus spent His leisure time? 

Junior: He must have loved the great out-of-doors 
Often in His parables He refers to the works of nature. 
‘Most likely He spent much of His time in the open 
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water in the towns. 
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air, admiring the works of His Father. On the top 
of one of the hills that surround Nazareth there is one 
of the most beautiful views in the Holy Land. Per- 
haps Jesus went there, and thought about His Heavenly 
Father and the work that He was to do here on earth. 

Leader: Let us remember that Bethlehem in Judea 
was the town in’ which Jesus was born, and Nazareth 
in Galilee was the town in which He spent His boy- 
hood and early manhood. 


February 18, 1934 
A TRIP TO THE HOLY LAND 


(Jerusalem) 
Luke 2:46, 47; 4:16-22 
(By Laura Wade Rice) 


Materials: Same map as last week, pencil, black cross stickers. 
Map Work: Mark Jerusalem on the map with the cross sticker. 
(This topic will serve as a good introduction to the Lenten 
study.) 
Topic Thoughts 


Hymn: “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken.” 

Scripture: Psalm 46. 

Prayer: That we may learn some lessons from the 
visit to Jerusalem. 

Leader: Today we visit Jerusalem. Here we are, 
where we stopped last week, at Bethlehem—six miles 
to the southeast. Shall we go on foot? , 

Junior: Oh, no. Let’s fly north to the road Jesus 
came down when He was twelve. Don’t you remember 
we learned that the pilgrims went up each year to the 
Holy City and that they all stopped when they came in 
sight of the city with its great golden Temple and 
sang? Can we do that? 

Leader: Surely. Here we go—it is hard to find a 
landing place—there are so many hills. Here is the 
road—no wonder they said—‘“go up to Jerusalem!” 

Junior: Oh! I see the city—and I think—in my 
mind—I can see the beautiful Temple in the Sunshine. 
Now—all together—let us repeat Psalms 122 and 87. 
These and others are called the Psalms of Ascent. 

Junior:-Is this the city and the streets that Jesus | 
saw? 

Leader: No—that city was taken by Titus some 
years after Jesus was crucified. Don’t you remember 
how He said (reads Matthew 24:1, 2)? 

Junior: Who built Jerusalem? 

Leader: It was in existence in the time of Abra- 
ham, for it was when he returned to his place after 
the slaying of the kings who had carried away Lot 
that Melchisedek, king of Salem, blessed Abraham. 
(Genesis 14:17-20). Old tablets have been found in the 
Tell-el-Amarna which show a correspondence between 
the Governor of Jerusalem and the Ruler of Egypt. 
These prove the city to be very old. It was then called 
Uru-Salim (city of Salem or peace). Even then it had 
become a strongly fortified city. The Jebusites had 
possession of it in Joshua’s day and held it until David 
conquered it. 

Junior: I read that they are digging down now and 
finding the old Jebusite remains. I mean to be am 
archaeologist when I grow up and I'll go to the Holy 
Land and help find all the old buried things which prove 
that the Bible is true. 

Junior: Why—if the streets where Jesus walked are 
under the rubbish that was made when Titus destroyed 
the city—then all those other old cities must be way, 
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way down underneath, too. 
help dig them out too. 

Leader: Who can tell what happened at Jerusalem? 

Junior: David took it from the Jebusites for his 
capital He wanted to build the Temple there, but 
God forbade him. His son Solomon built it. There 
are several hills inside the walls—Mount Moriah is on 
the east where the Temple stood. Another hill is called 
Zion. It is broader than Mt. Moriah. Here was where 
the palaces of David and of Herod stood. 

Junior: Jerusalem had been besieged twenty-seven 
times up to the year 1244. The Bible tells about Ne- 
hemiah and Ezra and their great work of rebuilding 
the Temple and the walls. These had been overthrown 
when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the city and took the 
Jews away captive to Babylon. 

Junior: I heard they had a trolley line in Jeru- 
salem, but a book I read said the streets are not wide 
enough for a single track—they are narrow, winding and 
slippery, and often cut through buildings—so a donkey 
is better than an automobile. 

Leader: Jerusalem is the Holy City not because of 
any great beauty in it, but because of God’s servants 
who lived there, and because of Jesus, the Son of God, 
who as Boy and Man went to it because it was the 
City of God. Who can tell what happened in Jerusalem 
in His day? 

Junior: He was taken to be presented in the Temple 
when He was forty days old, and old Simeon and Anna 
rejoiced over Him. 

Junior: He went there when He was twelve and 
stayed in the Temple listening to the doctors and asking 
them questions. 

Other Juniors tell John 2; John 3; John 5; John 7; 
Nolmmlie4 7-3. Misuike 197 john 12 Mark Il) Mark) 12: 
Matthew 24. All events of His last week on earth were 
in and near Jerusalem. From it He went to His cruci- 
fixion. Emphasize the Lenten thought as a closing 
message. 


Guess I’ll go along and 


February 25, 1934 
WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE? 


Materials: May be ordered from the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety, 723 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
“What Difference Does It Make?’’—A Unit on Africa by Emily 
J. Werner. Other suggested helps on Africa, page 4, program 
booklet. : 
Session V 


How Do Those Who Know Jesus Make a Difference? 


Aim: To show that people who truly know Jesus make a real 
_ difference in their homes, in their community, in the world. 

Reference: Pages 35-45, program booklet. 

Note: The suggested stories, Bible verses and so forth found 
in three sessions devoted to answering the topic question should be 
carefully read to help the leader select the portions best suited to 
her group. If the hymn “Jesus Loves Me” in different languages 
is used, assign the three different translations to three Juniors or 
three groups for preparation in advance. 


Pre-Session Period: Learning African games and 
songs. Working on African village. 
Worship Period: Page 42, program booklet. 


Work and Study Period: Page 42, program booklet. ; 


Closing Hymn: “Who Is On the Lord’s Side?” 

After the Program: Work on the African village, 
adding evidences of changes made by knowing Jesus. 
Work on the frieze. If time permits, the game “What 
Is Wrong With This Picture?” may be played. Page 


40, program booklet. 


irecti i i tment 
d under the direction of the Light Brigade Depar . 
Ce Women’s Missionary Society) 
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LITTLE LEAGUERS’ TOPICS 
GENERAL THEME—LEARNING TO LIVE AS 
GOD’S CHILDREN 


(Prepared by Miss Ruth I, Simon) 


February 
Learning to Know Our Best Book—The Bible 


_ Aim For the Leader: To help the children realize that the 
Bible is God’s book, and that in it God has some message not only 
for grown-up people but for boys and girls as well. 


February 4—-THE BOY WHO COULD BE TRUSTED—(Samuel) 


_ From a large selection of books, which the children know and 
enjoy, the leader should bring the children to choose the Bible as 
the best book. Ask them to tell you whose book it is. Help them 
realize that all the people mentioned in it are not grown men and 
women. With them name several boys and girls of the Bible. 

_ Today we have the story of a little boy who could be trusted. 
His name was Samuel. Use story and pictures from “Standard 
Bible Reader—Book Two.” 

The children will enjoy dramatizing very simply and spontaneous- 
ly this beautiful story of Samuel. 
5 Prayer that God may use 
Samuel. 

__ in the handwork period, begin little books, one made by each 
child, which will cover the lessons for February and March. On 
the cover page the leader, or the child if he is old enough, may 
print, “Lessons From Our Best Book.” A miniature picture illus- 
trative of the lesson may be added each week with the name and 
some thought from the lesson. The pictures can be secured for 
one cent each from George P. Brown and Company, 38 Lovett 
Street, Beverly, Mass. For this lesson you may use ‘Infant 
Samuel” by Reynolds. 

If you prefer not to make these books you may use “Children 
of the Bible Outline Pictures.” This set contains fifty-two pictures 
of outstanding characters of particular interest to children—price 35 
cents, from United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


us for His helpers as He used 


February 1I—THE BOY WHO HAS A NEW COAT 


Again talk with the children about our Bibles, and review the 
thought brought out in our conversation of last Sunday. Ask one 
of the children to tell the story of Samuel. 

Today we have the story of a boy whose father gave him a 
beautiful new coat and sent him on an errand. Story from “Stand- 
ard Bible Reader—Book 2”—pages 108 to 121. 

This story may be dramatized as a whole or in part. 

Have a prayer of thanksgiving for our Bibles and the wonder- 
ful stories in them. 

Place picture, “Joseph Sold By His Brethren” by Schopin, in 
the little books or color outline pictures. 


February 13—-THE BOY WHO SHARED HIS LUNCH 


Again talk with the children about our Bible. Tell them about 
the two big divisions called by the big word Testament. Make clear 
how the first one tells about the people who lived before Jesus was 
born and the new one tells about Jesus and the people who lived 
at the same time and after Him. Have the children decide in which 
Testament they will find Samuel and Joseph. Create the setting 
in the story for the lesson of today. Lesson story may be taken 
from ‘Standard Bible Readers—Book 2,’’ pages 98 to 107, or from 
“Wee Folks’ Life of Christ,’’ pages 47 and 48. 

In prayer circle ask that Jesus may use us and the things which 
are ours as He used the little lad and his lunch. 

The children might enjoy cutting out and coloring little lunch 
baskets, previously outlined by the leader. These may be added 
to the notebooks with picture, “Feeding Five Thousand’ by Murillo. 


February 25—THE CHILDREN COME TO SEE JESUS 


During the conversation period review facts about our Bible, 
and some of the children we find in it. Ask the Little Leaguers to 
tell you the story of Samuel, Joseph and the little lad with the 
lunch basket. : 

Tell story of Christ blessing the little children. ‘Wee Folks’ . 
Life of Christ,” page 66, may be helpful. Teach verse, Mark 10:14. 
Explain that the word suffer as used here means to allow or permit. 

If possible secure the picture, ‘‘The Hope of the World,” ex- 
plaining to the children that Jesus loves and blesses | the boys and 
girls of all the world. Have the children compare this picture with 
the one for their books which may be ‘“‘Jesus Blessing Little Chil- 
dren” by Plockhorst. 


When You Visit the City of Brotherly Love 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN ‘‘The Friendly Church”’ 
Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. 

In the Heart of Philadelphia 


INVITES YOU TO ALL SERVICES 
10 A. M. “‘Sunday School of the Hour” 
Harvey C. Miller, Superintendent 
7:45 P. M. Every Thursday Night 
Philadelphia’s Largest Prayer Meeting 
Dr. Ross Stover Preaches Every Sunday 
1 AT eME and. 7730 me c 
Come Early! Always Crowded! 
Listen in over WLIT, Lit Bros., Phila. 
Dr. Stover broadcasts ‘‘Musical Ser- 
mons” every alternating Wednesday, at 
12:15 o’clock noon 

He Also Broadcasts from Messiah Lutheran Church 


Every Alternating Sunday at 10:30 A. M. 
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Luther League Pillow Tops 


Slashed Fringe rN Best Quality 


Edge Workmanship Suitable for a gift to a Retiring Officer 


or for your League Den 


Many of our customers have asked for 
Pillow (or Cushion) Tops. We now have 
them in stock, with the 12-inch Luther 
League Emblem in felt in full colors on 
top side. The size overall is 23 inches 
square. The tie is gold felt and four 
bows on each top—one in each corner. 


Red or Blue All Wool Felt 


PRICE 


$5.00 


POSTPAID 


Remittance Must Accompany Order 
Immediate Delivery 


All ‘S is | Satisfaction 
Wool Felt Sey Guaranteed 


This Banner Is of the Best Grade 
Blue Suede Finish Leather 


It is about 36 inches by 45 inches in 
size and is a complete skin. The 12-inch 
emblem is in full colors of all wool felt. 
This is the finest type of a hanging for your 
Luther League room or would make a very 
suitable gift to be hung over a fireplace. 


PRICE 


$10.00 


POSTPAID 


Immediate Delivery 
Remittance Must Accompany Order 


The Luther Press 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 Herr Street 
Harrisburg, Penna. 


Carthage College 


A College Fit for You 

A high-grade liberal arts College—Co-educational. . 

Courses recognized and required as preparatory to Law, 
Medicine, Teaching and Theology. 

Fully accredited by the North Central Association, the 
Association of American Universities, the State Departments 
of Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Indiana, etc. 

New Departments of Agriculture and Journalism. 

College Band and a Capella Choir. 

Has trained noted physicians, lawyers, ministers, mis- 
sionaries, authors, teachers. 

Very moderate in all expenses. 

Christian in atmosphere, motive and purpose. 

For information and free catalogue and pictorial booklet, 


address 
PRESIDENT JACOB DIEHL, D.D. 
Carthage College, Carthage, Ill. 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9to12 years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


Muhlenberg Building, 1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Penna. 


Those Spending Sunday In Philadelphia Are 
Cordially Invited to Attend 


Church of The Holy Communion 


Chestnut and Twenty-first Streets 
REV. J. H. HARMS, D.D., Pastor 


Chief Service - 11 A. M. 
Vespers - - - 8 P. M. 
Bible School - 10 A. M. 


Within Walking 
Distance of Hotels 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


lI ossesses an able Faculty made up of 
pe rertan ae des are vitally concerned with the 
building of character as the fundatnental thing 


in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Roan 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


One Year 
Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Two Year 


Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities. A strong, scholarly 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, 
scientific and philosophical courses. New equipment. New 
science building and library. The College with a representa- 
tive Lutheran chapel. 


An academic department of the highest grade admitting 
to all institutions. 


Send for catalogue and write for information to 
Oscar F. Bernheim - - - = + +--+ Registrar 


John AS Wi) Hass, DD, LED. = . = “= President 


oke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees 
Superior Standards 


Pre-Professional Courses 
Unusual Cosmopolitanism 
Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, S&S. C. 


“A Good College for Men and Women” 


Owned and controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


In the heart of “The Iodine Center of the Nation” 
Thorough courses leading to A.B. and B.Mus. degrees 


Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 
well-balanced program of student activities 


Expenses for session less than $350.00 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 4 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


Emily E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 
Registrar Dean 


2] Wise Words of a Great Leader [e+ 


February 22nd is Washington’s Birthday 
An Attractive Folder with 


“Sayings of Washington” 
IS NOW AVAILABLE 


Printed in Four-page Folder. Size when folded 3!4x5)4 inches 


The title page is beautifully lithographed with the picture of George Washington in three 
colors and gold. Heavy white laid finish paper is used. Printing in blue. Thirty- 
five of the best known sayings of Washington are printed herein and one 
of his most used prayers. 


There is space on the title page for the printing (two lines only) of your League’s name 
and address, for which there is no additional charge. Remittance must accompany order. 


100 - - $1.75 Postpaid 250 - - $3.00 Postpaid 


No less than 100 are sold. Less quantities would cost the same as 100 of the folders. 


VSY ety a 


Valentine Party 
Plans q 


A COMPLETE SET OF PLANS FOR YOUR 
VALENTINE PARTY 


Under the attractive theme “The High Road to Romance” comes this set of plans 
for a complete Valentine Party. It has the history of the day, games, refreshment sug- 
gestions and all details for one evening of fun. 


prices 5() Cents ?ostrai 


The book is printed in clear type, bound, and with an attractive Valentine Cover. 
Send your order and remittance in full (orders not filled unless remittance in full is sent.) 
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